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7,000 microchi p designers needed by next year

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The country needs to produce nore nicrochip
desi gners and technicians to neet a target of 7,000 by next year,
Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

Naji b said the country needed 5,000 desi gners and 2, 000 technicians but
currently there were fewer than 100 of themin the country.

"More nust be done to develop the mcrochip design i ndustry. W are now
essentially doing only assenmbly and testing of sem -conductors.”

He said by devel oping the industry, the country woul d see foreign
exchange savings of RM24 billion per year within five years and RV60
billion per year within 10 years.

"These astounding figures demand that Ml aysia | ook at devel oping this
industry at the fastest possible tine," Najib told reporters after
| aunching a project by Ami ca Technol ogies (M Sdn Bhd to devel op the
conmput er - ai ded design (CAD) and integrated circuit (1C) design industry in
the country.

Najib said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had stressed
nunerous tinmes that Ml aysia needed to produce original products and
brands to be marketed gl obally.

"Devel oping the mcrochip design industry will definitely lead to that.
Mal aysi a now depends on design work fromoutside and is confined to
conmponent manuf act uri ng.

"By devel oping this industry, Ml aysia can design its own products,
carry out its own research and devel opnent, and manufacture and market
t hese products gl obally.

"It is estimated that once this industry is established, over 50,000
hi gh paying jobs will be created downstreamwi thin five years and over
120,000 jobs within 10 years."

The project by Am ca Technol ogies will see courses in CAD and | C design
bei ng i ntroduced at | ocal public and private hi gher educati onal
institutions.

An advanced design training centre would al so be set up. Anica
Technol ogies would facilitate the forging of relationshi ps between
m crochi p design researchers and manuf acturers.
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