27/ 04/ 1998
Determ nation vital for success: PM

Kamar ul Yunus

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad yesterday urged Mal aysi ans
to enul ate the dedication and determ nati on shown by athletes so as to
boost their fighting spirit and help themface chall enges.

"In tinmes of an economi ¢ downturn, we hope this determ nation to achieve
success can be extended so that we will be able to face future chall enges
thrown at us,"” he said when closing the Seventh Ml aysi a Ganes (Suknm) at
the Shah Al ami ndoor stadiumlast night.

He said several Mal aysi ans have been an international success in various
fields, and they achi eved this through conmi tnment and determ nation.

"We must face risks and chall enges to show that we can conpete with
foreigners. If we train properly, we can be chanpions," he added.

He cited Mal aysia's Mount Everest and North Pole freefall parachuting
teans as sone of those who had reached great heights internationally and
made t he country proud.

On sports, Dr Mahat hir said he hopes those participating in Sukma will
continue to inprove thensel ves and have the determination to win a neda
at the Commonweal th Ganes i n Sept enber.

Dr Mahathir al so presented the inaugural Prime Mnister's chall enge
trophy to Sel angor for being overall chanpi on and naned t he Best Ml e and
Femal e At hl etes of the ganes.

A total of 76 ganes records were set and 13 national records were broken
- weightlifting (6), swimm ng (6) and athetics (1).

Penang will host the 8th Sukma to be held in the year 2000.
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