11 DEC 1998
Agong- Tanzani a
DEVELOP COOPERATI ON | NTO STRONG PARTNERSHI P, SAYS AGONG

KUALA LUVPUR, Dec 11 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar said tonight that the | ong-standi ng cooperati on between Ml aysi a
and Tanzani a can be devel oped into a strong partnership.

Speaki ng at a state banquet in honour of visiting Tanzani an Presi dent
Benjam n WIIiam Mapa at |stana Negara, he said both countries could seek
partnership in areas |ike science, trade, econony and sports.

"W trust that during this visit, new areas for collaboration will be
expl ored and built upon," he said.

"Mral i mu Julius Nyerere had, fromthe begi nning, shown interest,
support and friendship for Mal aysia. Mwaalinmu brought forth to Mal aysia and
ot her devel oping countries a paradigmfor self-reliance, independence and
for building a new nation founded on multi-culturalism"

Dr Nyerere was the first president of Tanzania and i s now chai rman of
t he Sout h Commi ssi on.

Tuanku Ja' afar said Mal aysia was conmitted to building on that
foundation to foster closer ties with Tanzani a.

Mkapa, acconpanied by his wife Anna, arrived this norning for a
three-day state visit.

He said bilateral relations between the two countries were no | onger
confined to i nfrequent high-1evel governnent-to-governnent contacts but had
al so included the private sectors.

He said Mal aysi a was pl eased that the Tanzani an governnment had
denonstrated a keen enthusi asmto have Ml aysi an conpani es participate in
key infrastructure projects.

On Mal aysi a's econoni c problens, he said: "Al though badly hit, the
country has now put in place exchange rate controls which have enabl ed us
to turn around.”

Tuanku Ja' afar sai d these nmeasures woul d protect Malaysia and its
peopl e fromthe damagi ng specul ative activities of foreign predators until
such time when the international community has put in place regulations to
govern the novenents of capital worldw de.

In his speech, Mapa said his visit was a | earni ng experience and woul d
gi ve Tanzani a the opportunity to exchange views on a wi de range of issues
of mutual interest.

"At independence Mal aysia and Tanzani a had nore or | ess the sane per
capita incone, but today you are a lot richer whereas Tanzania is still one
of the poorest countries in the world. W hope sonme of your magic can rub
of f on us," he said.

Mkapa said his nmeeting with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday was very successful, and it has | aunched theminto a new era
of reinvigorated cooperation.

Mkapa said both countries had agreed sone years back to establish a
framework for cooperation in the economic, scientific, technical and
cul tural domains.

"W nust also lay down the political foundation and create an enabling
environment for the private sector to play its role as the engine for
econom ¢ devel opnent . "

Mkapa sai d al t hough Mal aysi a was passing through a bad patch, he has no
doubt that things would inprove in the near future

He said for many years Dr Mahat hir has sounded warni ngs that there was
a need for governments to have sonme neasure of control over capital flows



in an increasingly globalising world.

"There were those who considered hima heretic. Not anynore. Thanks to
the Asian financial crisis, the contention is gaining currency that some
measure of governnent control is after all not a bad thing, and coul d have

actual ly reduced the danmage caused by the crisis,” he said.
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