08 DEC 1998
Par | i ament - Budget
DEWAN RAKYAT PASSES 1999 SUPPLY BI LL

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 8 (Bernamm) -- The Dewan Rakyat today approved the
Supply Bill 1999 without amendments after debating it at policy and
comm ttee stages for 26 days.

The bill seeks to allocate RVM65.095 billion for the federal budget for
next year of which RW7.042 billion or 72.3 per cent will be for operating

expendi ture and RML8. 053 billion or 27.7 per cent, devel opment expenditure.
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is al so First
Fi nance M nister, tabled the bill last Cct 23.

Today's sitting of the House saw Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi and Wbrks M nister Datuk Seri S Sany Vel lu winding up debate
at committee stage on budget estinmates for their respective ninistries.

Sanmy Vel lu, in winding up debate, expressed di sappoi ntnent that sone
state governnents still chose to ignore a federal government proposal for
total privatisation of their water supply instead of water treatnent plants
only.

"During the prine minister's neeting with menteris besar he had
proposed that privatisation of state water supply al so cover supply
pi pelines to consuners and not nerely the plants," he said.

To points raised during debate by Dr Ramli Tai b (BN Kemanan), the
m ni ster acknow edged that conpani es taking over water treatment plants
fromseveral state governnents had suffered | osses.

Sany Vellu told the House that the Economic Planning Unit was review ng
privatisation of highways because contractors with the successful bids were
quot i ng exorbitant costs.

"For the first privatised highway project we paid between RML million
and RM3 million per kilometre but the cost has soared to between RM20
mllion and RMBO million for the sanme di stance because the governnent
requires contractors to erect tiered and el evated i ntersections,” he said.

As such the governnment woul d now encourage tiered intersections be
built only at specific | ocations because each such structure cost about
RVA5 million to build, he said.

Sany Vellu also told the House that he had raised at Cabi net neetings
the possibility of further hikes in highway toll for next year.

"I"ve stated that if we do not want to raise toll, the government woul d
have to conpensate the concessi on conpani es,” he added.

The House sits again tonorrow.
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