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Mahat hi r - Di al ogue
DI ALOGUE W LL HELP OVERCOMVE CURRENT ECONOM C CRI SIS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, March 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
the National Smart Partnership Dial ogue (NSPD) starting here tonorrowis
timely and appropriate as it draws upon the spirit of unity anmpong
Mal aysi ans whi ch could prove to be the best way of overcom ng the current
econom c crisis.

The di al ogue, he said, had gathered many influential and well-respected
Mal aysi ans fromvarious backgrounds to di scuss and brai nstormon rel evant
i ssues and possi bl e solutions, especially in the context of smart
partnership and technol ogy, to the current situation.

"The cooperation between governnent, private sector and | abour nust
continuously be inproved to ensure the snmooth inplenentation of devel opnent
programes," the prine mnister said in his nmessage in the souveni or
programre of the NSPD ' 98.

Sone 250 participants, including political |eaders, top governnent
officials, corporate captains and trade union | eaders, are expected to
attend t he two-day di al ogue focusing on the thene "Econom ¢ Recovery
Through Smart Partnership.”

Dr Mahathir said the long-termgoals that the governnent had set in
Vi sion 2020 woul d be quite i npossible to achieve without the smart
partnership interplay at the conpany, industry and national |evel

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim in his
message, said the present economic challenges facing the country placed a
prem umon buil ding a consensus approach on the nost sosphi scated course of
action to sustain and strengthen its devel opnment process in an appropriate,
productive, constructive and sustai nabl e way.

"Smart partnership is a concept that nust have a proninent place in our
future,” he said

He said the concept was founded on the application of the |atest
technol ogy and techni ques to ensure that the country could nmake a
qualitative transformation to becone a genuine civil society, a
participatory nation conmitted to the delivery of the cherished goals and
val ues that had guided all its devel opnent efforts.

"Short-termdifficulties are a test, one we nust triunph over by
hol ding to our val ues and goals while we strive to realise themby nore
effective, enterprising, innovative and reformati ve neans.

"We nust strip away the shortcom ngs that have conpounded the effects
of international events on our econony while we concentrate our efforts on
buil ding the positive attributes our econony will need to energe, as
beli eve we can, strengthened and better fitted to achieve our future
obj ectives," he added. -- BERNAMVA
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