14/ 03/ 1998
Direct Bakti aid for disabled varsity students

I zat un Hani m Shari
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Bakti's welfare and scholarship fund will help
provide financial aid to disabled students in local universities directly.

Bakti (The Association of Wves of Mnisters and Deputy M nisters)
president Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, wife of Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, said it would | ook into the applications
of di sabl ed students based on their individual needs.

"Some di sabl ed students nay need huge suns of noney and others a | esser
anount, dependi ng on what educational tools they need to buy," she said.

She was speaking at a Press conference before presenting a RVb0, 000
cheque on behal f of Bakti's welfare and scholarship fund to Universiti
| sl am Ant arabangsa at its canpus in Gonbak today.

Al so present were Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor, w fe of Education M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Datin Tunku Mazi ah Tunku Mustapha, w fe of
Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Abang Abu Bakar and
Datin Amar Nai nah Hasbi Sul ai man, wi fe of Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar
Dr Sul ai man Daud.

U A rector Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d Ahrmad Abu Sul aynman recei ved the cheque
on behal f of the university.

Dr Siti Hasmah said the nbney was ai nmed at hel pi ng poor students who are
studying in their first year in the university.

"W are concerned about the poor students who have to go through a | ot
of hardship particularly in their first year.

"Wth the noney they can pay their tutorial fees or buy necessities so
that they can fully concentrate on their studies."

Dr Siti Hasnmah sai d however, Bakti needed a report fromthe university
on the recipients to ensure that the noney was not m sused.

This is the fourth time that Bakti is contributing towards the
uni versity since 1991

The contributions are for a period of two years.

G her institutions that have received such contributions are Mara
Institute of Technol ogy and Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a.

Dr Siti Hasmah said Bakti would continue to provide financial aid to
di sabl ed and poor students despite the econom c probl ens.

For poor students, she said the association would go through the
uni versities which would sel ect the nost deserving students.

Last year, Bakti had contri buted RMLOO, 000 for natural disaster relief,
RML. 27 million in scholarships and RV2 million for welfare purposes which
enconpass nedi cal treatnent, artificial |inbs and wheelchair.

Dr Siti Hasmah later | ed Bakti nmenbers on a visit to the university's
| aw and econonic faculties and its resource centre.
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