15/ 08/ 1998
Directive to devel op Labuan into a ~Garden Island

Farush Khan

LABUAN, Fri - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has directed gover nment
officials to take i medi ate steps to devel op Labuan into a "Garden |sl and”
to attract nore tourists.

The Prime M nister appeal ed to the people and vol untary organi sations to
hel p the governnent make this a reality by cl eaning the beaches and
undert aki ng | andscapi ng al ong t he roads.

"W want to make Labuan the world' s nost beautiful island,” he said
during a neet-the-people session at the Dewan Serbaguna Labuan Muini ci pa
Counci | today.

He said during this tinme when the country was faci ng econom c probl ens,
t he government woul d not sinply depend on Labuan's status as the
I nternational O fshore Financial Centre (I OFC)

| OFC was established to attract banks and financial institutions.

He said Governnment officers in Labuan had promi sed to subnit reports to
hi mtoget her with photographs of voluntary workers cl eaning the beaches
every nonth.

However, he said the governnent would not shirk its responsibility but
woul d al so provide as much allocation as it could afford.

"Wth the hel p of voluntary organisations |I'mconfident Labuan will turn
into an attractive tourist spot and woul d devel op effectively."

"Efforts to turn Labuan into a tourist attracti on would continue until
the financial situation has revived."

At present certain parts of Labuan have al ready been decorated with
pl ants and | andscaped r oads.

Speaking at a Press conference after visiting the RML38 million airport
term nal which is under construction and other federal projects, Dr
Mahat hir sai d Labuan had the potential of a tourist spot but not much
concentration was given to this sector

He said when the airport termnal was ready by the end of this year,
flights need to be inproved.

"Maybe we can establish direct flights to and fromJapan and Australia
to attract people fromthese countries,” he said

Japan and Australia have war nenorials of their nationals who were
victins of the Second World War on the island.

Dr Mahathir said there was al so a need to provide jogging tracks,
cycling and horse riding facilities and other activities to attract
tourists to the island.

On steps to be taken to pronpbte Labuan's status as the |OFC, Dr Mahathir
said the governnment woul d study the matter. The | OFC was set up in Labuan
in 1990 when it al so becane a tax-free zone

On the possibility of setting up a university in Labuan, he said this
coul d be done if there were takers.

"The cost of living here is quite high, many of the food supply cones
fromthe mainland," he said.

He called on the people to establish vegetable farm ng using hydroponics
and i ntroduce caged fish farnmng to reduce cost of food on the island.

During his visit to the airport terninal, he was told that the project
was 70 per cent conpl et ed.

Started in Novenber 1996, the term nal has a built-up area of 16, 000
square netres and a 2,900 nmetre runway.

Dr Mahathir also visited the 14 storey RM0O million Federal Tower



Conpl ex adninistrative block in Kiamsam It will be occupied by 27
governnent agencies by the end of this year.

After the neet-the-people session Dr Mahat hir performed Friday prayers
at Masjid Janek An-Nur.This was foll owed by donations from several
compani es, organi sations and individuals totalling about RML70, 000 to the
Nat i onal Special Fund.

He left for Kota Kinabalu later to conplete his progranmne there.
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