21 FEB 1998
Mahat hi r - PPP
DI SCARD THE NOTI ON THAT PGSI TI ONS CAN BRI NG WEALTH, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that nenbers of Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent parties
shoul d discard the notion that positions in the party can create
opportunities to secure weal th.

"If nmenbers are constantly at |oggerheads because they believe that
positions in the party can bring huge benefits, the party will suffer in
the end," he said when opening the annual general meeting of the People's
Progressive party (PPP) here.

Dr Mahathir said that this unfortunate situati on woul d becone even
worse if | eaders were to favour their supporters for certain positions.

He said that changes in | eadership should be conducted in an orderly
manner and with nmuch wi sdomas a position in any party cones with it heavy
responsi bilities and duti es.

The Prinme Mnister said that there may be many peopl e who could secure
positions but could not neet expectations and this would make an el ection
meani ngl ess.

"W cannot deny that there are tines when | eaders need to be changed
but changes shoul d be conducted properly and wi sely.

"Changes in | eadership should be, |ike the Mal ay sayi ng goes, nenarik
ranbut dalamtepung (pulling out a strand of hair froma container of
flour), with the container of flour still left in the sanme condition. Wat

is the point of having a new | eader who i s supposed to be better if the
party he is going to | ead has been destroyed,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that parties constantly involved in internal squabbles
woul d | ose sight of their struggles.

"What are struggles if winning or losing in a party election leads to
failure of the party to attain its goals,” he said

The Prime Mnister said the notion that positions in a party could
create opportunities to secure wealth could destroy the government, the
party and the nation.

He advi sed all nmenbers of the BN conponent parties to al ways be on
guard when choosing their | eaders.

"Choose those who could | ead us towards betternent and not those
seeki ng personal gains. Renenber that working or serving in a party is a
struggl e requiring i mense sacrifices.

"W shoul d not hope to be rewarded because we may be di sappoi nted when
our hopes are not fulfilled,” he said.

The Prime M nister also said that party problens could not be sol ved
based on provisions of the | aw

He said that if the aw determnes a party | eadership but the |ine-up
fails to get majority support, it would lack authority.

Dr Mahathir said that the law coul d determine the | awful or
unl awf ul ness of a political party, but if the majority of the nmenbers stil
uphol d the party, it would negate the decision based on | aw.

"Remenber that political parties exist because of the prepardness of
menbers to accept the party as a toll of their struggles. But if the
i nterest of |eaders overrides such struggles, support for the party will
wane and | eaders will be left without a party to | ead," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was happy that the PPP had progressed and was capabl e of
overconing its problens.

He hoped that the PPP' s | eadership problens would not recur



"If BN conponent parties are weak, then the government will be weak.
Due to such weakness, we coul d agai n be col oni sed,"” he said.

He said that internal problens in the BN conponent parties should be
sol ved wi sely.

They shoul d not wash dirty linen in public as they each had their own
mechani smto deal with problens, he said.

"This approach is vital to ensure that the BNis not only seen as being
strong but is actually strong. Personal interests should be set aside.
Personal glory which results in the destruction of the party is
meani ngl ess. Wth the destruction of the party, we will be destroyed too,"
he sai d.

Commenting on the current economc crisis in the country, Dr Mahathir
said that the depreciation of the ringgit brought so nmuch probl ens but
Mal aysi ans were fortunate as the situation in the country had renai ned
calm

"In fact, if social unrest and political riots were to take pl ace
following the economic crisis, the situation will be cited as the reason
for the worseni ng econonic situation

"And as such, all quarters will forget that the econonmic crisis started
because of the depreciation of the currency caused by foreign factors," he
sai d. -- BERNAMA
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