21 OCT 1998
Bonus
CUEPACS TO DI SCUSS BONUS | SSUE W TH PM

KOTA BAHARU, Cct 21 (Bernama) -- Cuepacs has despatched a letter
requesting for a nmeeting with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
to discuss the paynment of bonus to government enpl oyees.

Cuepacs secretary-general N. Siva Subramaniamsaid the letter signed by
its president, Abdul Aziz Mhamad Sultan, was for a request to get to hear
t he governnent's deci sion over the bonus issue.

Dr Mahathir had said it was quite difficult for the government to give
a bonus paynment this year due to the country's econom c situation

"The government said it was quite difficult to pay the bonus but it
does not nean our appeal for a bonus has been denied," Subramaniamtold
reporters after attending a convention of Peninsular Ml aysia Custons
Oficer's Union here, |ast night.

The conventi on was opened by Deputy Finance M nister Datuk Wng See
Wah.

He sai d Cuepacs understood the effects of the economic crisis on the
country but nonet hel ess, an appeal would be nmade to the government to
consi der the paynent of bonus.

"It is the responsibility of Cuepacs to forward the views of the civil
servants and it was up to the governnment to consider

"It is difficult in this situation but the Prine Mnister is always
synmphatetic to civil servants and has never rejected an appropriate claim”
he said.

Subramani am sai d any decision by Dr Mahathir on the bonus paynent woul d
be di scussed at the congress' council nmeeting on Nov 1.
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