10 FEB 1998
Mahat hi r - donati on
CABI NET TO DI SCUSS SPECI AL BODY FOR APPROVAL

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 10 (Bernama) -- The setting-up of a special body to
coll ect public donations ainmed at boosting the country's reserves woul d be
di scussed by the Cabi net tonorrow for approval .

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who disclosed this
today, said he was very gratified that there were so nany people wanting to
donat e since his announcenent two days ago on the governnent's plan to form
t he body.

"I will have to seek the Cabinet's approval as to the body which wll
be conpetent to accept the donation,” he told reporters after w tnessing
the signing of an agreenment for the planning and constructi on of Tel ekom
Mal aysia's Multimedia University at Carcosa Seri Negara here

He said the collection has to be done by a proper body as it involved
val uabl e things that mght be "in the formof noney, jewellery and
hopeful |l y property."

Asked about the | aunching of the "Tabung Setia Negara" (nationa
loyalty fund) by the Information Mnistry for the purpose, Dr Mahathir said
he wel coned the nove but all such efforts woul d have to be consol i dated.

"We can't have too many bodi es collecting because this is dangerous,"”
he said.

"If it falls into the hands of irresponsible people, things m ght
di sappear and the donors will be very di ssappointed, very angry...we cannot
all ow that to happen,” he said.

Asked about the claimby some people that donati ons were sought because
the country's reserve was dwi ndling, the prinme mnister said the question
did not arise.

"It's not a question of dwi ndling...the bigger our reserve is, the
better,"” he said.

He said every country needed to build up its reserves in order to
protect itself.

"The stronger we are, the |l ess prone we are to being attacked by
ot hers.

"Don't junp to the conclusion that this is because we are 'papa kedana'
(down and out)," he said.

On the Multinedia University, he said it would concentrate on the new
subj ect of nulti-nmedia which had evol ved because of the devel opnent in
technol ogi es and the convergence of the different technol ogies.

This required special know edge, training and qualification, he said.

VWile the university would try to get as many | ocals as possible for
its teaching staff, it would still need to have foreign |l ecturers.

Dr Mahathir said with the many universities comng up in Ml aysia, the
demand for locals would be very great and thus foreign |l ecturers would be
required.

He al so said the country would have to produce know edge workers
qui ckly as the denmand woul d i ncrease.

He said the Miultinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) al one woul d need 7,000
know edge workers a year to cater for its need of about 25,000 know edge
wor ker s.

Under the agreenent signed today, a consortium of four conpanies would
design and build the Miultinmedia University situated in Cyberjaya. The
project is expected to cost RM350 million while Tel ekom Mal aysia woul d fork
out another RM250 million to equip the university.



The first phase of the project is expected to be conpl eted by August
this year with 2,000 students noving in by Cctober. -- BERNAVA
AZZ RM
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