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D ssent anong party nenbers nmay have caused Barisan's | oss

A. Rahman Gsnman
ALL that Pas had to showin Perlis before Saturday's Arau parlianentary
by-el ection was a single State seat, won 16 years ago.

Even that was achi eved by default when the nomi nati on papers of the
Bari san Nasi onal candidate - Datuk Azm Khalid - was rejected.

The loss in 1982 of the Bintong State seat then was a major politica
incident in Perlis, as Azm (now Deputy Housi ng and Local Governnent
M ni ster) was then nentioned as a possible candi date for Menteri Besar.

Political observers said against this background, Saturday's victory for
Pas was something el se. The Pas victory by 1,323 votes cane as a surprise
partly because BN had a 6, 889-vote najority in 1995.

It is also regarded the "backyard" of Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan
Kassim- he is Arau Umo divisional chief, forner Arau MP, and now State
Assenbl yman for Tambun Tul ang, one of the five State seats in Arau.

"The thinking had been that BN will win but with a reduced majority of
about 3,000," said an observer.

To Shahi dan, the real surprise was BN s loss in Umo strongholds |ike
hi s Tanbun Tul ang constituency.

Arau's other State seats are Sangl ang, Pauh, Quar Sanji and Si npang
Enpat .

Al though traditionally, Sanglang and Guar Sanji have had a significance
presence of Pas supporters, the rest are considered safe areas for BN

Pendi ng t he out cone of the post-nortemordered by Umo president Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Shahidan
has offered ot her reasons. One is what he described as di ssent anong | oca
party nenbers

bservers said this could nean not everyone had been enthusi asti c about
t he candi dacy of Ismail Kassim 38, a younger brother of Shahidan.

To some, the choice of Ismail, cane at a tinme of the energence of
sl ogans |i ke nepoti smand cronyism

"When the BN announced that Ismail was its choice,” conceded the 59-
year-ol d Pas candi date HashimJasin, "I knew !l was in with a chance."”

Pas exploited Ismail's candidacy to the maxi num despite the argunent
that the 38-year old nmust be judged strictly on his own nerits.

In turn, sone BN figures |aunched a personal attack against the well -
respected Pas candidate. This was, to sone observers, counter-productive.

Even wi thout the burden of nepotismto contend with, Ismail had al ready
sensed troubl e, noting that the by-election cane in the wake of BN s
| andslide victory in the 1995 general el ection.

Bagan was returned to the DAP just after the general election. In May
| ast year, the DAP wested Teluk Intan for the first time in history in
what secretary-general LimKit Siang described as a "Richter six politica
eart hquake. "

Umo al so acknow edged that Pas had been worki ng harder in wooing voters
conpared with its own by-el ection nmachinery.

Party nenbers who prefer to remain anonynous agree. They point out that
some Umo nen were nore interested in putting a grand show to wel cone and
entertain outstation Umo | eaders rather than canvassing for voter
support.

"Per haps | osi ng had never crossed their mnd," one of themrenarked.

In the nmeantine, Pas only had to step up its machi nery whi ch had been
wor ki ng systematically for the past several nonths in anticipation of the



general el ection.

Pas was banki ng on public synpathy in Perlis to give Opposition parties
the chance to play the check-and-bal ance rol e.

What party workers were telling voters was that Pas should be allowed to
show what it could do for themat |east between now and the next genera
el ection.

Devel opnent woul d continue in Arau even if the MPis fromPas as it is
fully represented by the BN at the State-level, they argued.

Besi des harpi ng on nepotism crony-capitalismand the inpact of current
econom ¢ downturn on ordinary people, Pas also paid extra attention on
| ocal issues to influence voters.

"National issues were secondary," Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor
eventual | y decl ar ed.

The effectiveness was apparent as the by-el ecti on approached that Hashim
confidently said many | ocal fence-sitters and traditional Umo
synpat hi sers have begun voicing their support for the party.

"There's a consi derabl e nunber of disillusioned constituents out there
who want to make known their nessage," he added.

Anong | ocal issues raised were the |evy inposed on fruits collected by
farmers in traditional dusun located in the State's pernmanent forest
reserves.

The orchards cane into bei ng decades ago and have since been gazetted as
per manent forest reserves. The Governnment inposed the | evy follow ng the
change in | and st at us.

Some 700 snall-scale farmers had objected to the levy. They clainmed to
have been charged for the annual permt to enter the forest to collect the
fruits.

The Government had said it woul d consider conbining the | evy and annua
permt charge so that the farners could pay in one |unp sum

Pas al so scored on land acquisition for the Kuala Perlis-Changl oon
hi ghway project and affected residents' dissatisfaction over inadequate
conpensati on.
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