18 MAR 1998
Law Haze
DI STRI CT- LEVEL HAZE PANELS ON ALERT FOR RECURRENCE

KUALA LUVPUR, March 18 (Bernama) -- All district-level haze conmittees
have been directed to activate their haze action plan in anticipation of a
recurrence of haze caused by |ocal forest fires and open burning.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnment M nister Datuk Law H eng Ding said
today he had al so held a neeting with rel ated agenci es yesterday to i nform
themon prevention steps to stop the forest fires and open burni ng.

The agenci es included the Departnent of Environment (DOE)

Met eor ol ogi cal Services Department, Ml aysian Centre for Renpbte Sensing,
Forestry Departnent, Local Authorities, Fire and Rescue Departnent,
Nati onal Security Division and police.

"The prevention measures will focus on | ocal sources and the nost
effective agents are the district level conmittees," he told reporters
her e.

Asked whet her the stress on | ocal sources, mainly forest fires and open
burning, indicated the seriousness of the problem Law said it was taken as
preventive nmeasures based on previ ous experience

"The recurrence of forest fires, man-nmade and natural causes, not only
happens in Mal aysia but worldwide... but we can't wait until we are
severely affected,"” he said.

Law addmitted that the nunmber of local forest fires had increased this
year conpared to | ast year due to human factors, drought and natural
causes.

He, however, said that so far local sources had not caused najor haze
in the country but the government was equally concerned about both | oca
and out si de sour ces.

He said that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had al so
asked for cloud-seeding operations to be continued not only to fight forest
fires but to tackle drought problens.

Dr Mahat hir had al so asked the ministry to consider using a
Russi an-nmade hel i copter that coul d be used to conmbat forest fires nore
efficiently.

"The recurrence of forest fires, man-made and natural causes, not only
happens in Mal aysia but worldwide... but we can't wait until we are
severely affected," he said.

Law addmitted that the number of local forest fires had increased this
year conpared to | ast year due to human factors, drought and natura
causes.

He, however, said that so far |ocal sources had not caused najor haze
in the country but the government was equal ly concerned about both | oca
and out si de sour ces.

He said that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad had al so
asked for cloud-seeding operations to be continued not only to fight forest
fires but to tackl e drought problens.

Dr Mahathir had al so asked the mnistry to consider using a
Russi an-nmade hel i copter that coul d be used to conbat forest fires nore
efficiently.

On the standard for ammoni a di scharge in rivers, Law said the DOE was
still fornmulating it and it was expected to be inplenented soon.

He said the Chemistry Department woul d rel ease an expl anati on on
anmoni a ef fects on human health this week to cl ear m sunderstandi ngs and
fears anong the public.



Ammoni a pol ution in Sungai Langat had recently forced the frequent
closures of several water treatnent plants in Sel angor, causing an acute
wat er shortage in several places here and Sel angor.
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