03 AUG 1998
D i bouti - Mal aysi a
DJI BOUTI WANTS KL TO BE FI RST PARTNER I N I TS ECONOM C RENAI SSANCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 3 (Bernamm) -- Visiting Djiboutian President Hassan
Goul ed Aptidon said his country is resolved to transformits friendship
with Mal aysia into a dynanic partnership and to make Kual a Lunmpur the first
partner of the country's econom c renai ssance

Mal aysi a had the capacities to neet the needs of his country, he said
at a state banquet hosted by Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar at |stana
Negar a toni ght.

Al so present were Raja Pernmmisuri Agong Tuanku Naji hah, Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Ali.

"W believe that in many econom c sectors |ike tel ecomrunications,
transport, energies, hydrol ogy, financial services, insurances, education,
health, mining and oil exploration, Ml aysia has the capacities to neet the
needs of our nation," Aptidon said.

The president who spoke in French said the signing of agreenents
between Dji bouti and Ml aysia earlier today would facilitate and reinforce
the economic growth of the two countries.

The two nations had al ways been two comerci al nations opened to the
worl d, said Aptidon who arrived yesterday for a nine-day state visit.

He said both countries had al ways understood that |iberalism of
exchange and i nvestnent, free circul ati on of goods and services as well as
persons were not an aimbut strategy to stinmulate econonic growth for the
future welfare of their people.

Earlier, Aptidon conferred the King with Djibouti's highest award the
"Grand Dignataire de | a Grande Etol e" while Tuanku Ja' afar conferred on him
the Darjah Kerabat Ml aysia (DKM .
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