03 AUG 1998
Abdul I ah- Dj i bout i
DJI BOUTI WANTS MALAYSI A TO USE I T AS GATEWAY TO EAST AFRI CA

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 3 (Bernamm) -- Djibouti has offered Mal aysia to use
the African country as a gateway to a hugh east African market of sone 130
mllion people, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said
t oday.

Briefing reporters after a bilateral delegation neeting between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad and Dji boutian Presi dent Hassan
Goul ed Aptidon here, Abdullah said Dibouti saw this as another way to
i ncrease bilateral trade and i nvestnent.

"Mal aysia will send a mnisterial |evel delegation to the country to
have a closer ook on this and other trade and i nvestnent opportunities
there," he said.

Abdul | ah said the nministers of transport as well as for internationa
trade and i ndustry would be going to Djibouti for the purpose as today's
di scussions invol ved mainly opportunities in the two sectors.

Ojibouti, a fornmer French colony of 22,000 sq kmin area and with sone
434,000 people, is located in the eastern region of the African conti nent
known as the Horn of Africa. It shares common borders with Sonali a,

Et hi opia and Eritrea

Presi dent Aptidon arrived here yesterday for a nine-day state visit to
further enhance bilateral ties.

Abdul | ah sai d Aptidon expressed Djibouti's willingness to provide
various incentives to Mal aysian investors in the area of petrol eum
i ndustry, telecomunications, banking and |ight industries.

DO i bouti had asked Mal aysia to help the country to set up a free trade
zone to further develop its econony, he said.

Abdul | ah said Dji bouti also wanted Mal aysia's help to noderni se and
develop its various sectors such as infrastructure, agriculture, power
generation, port and airport services.

Oji bouti was al so seeki ng Mal aysi an i nvol venent in its econom c
devel opnent especially in ports.

"But the Prine Mnister said that we are currently facing with economc
probl ens and as such there could be difficulties to involve in a big way,"
he sai d.

Abdul I ah said Dr Mahat hir had of fered economic-rel ated training
programmes to Djibouti especially in the field of managenent and port
nmanagenent .

He said at present, nine students fromthe republic were studying at
the International Islanmic University in Petaling Jaya near here.

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysia and Dji bouti signed two agreenents on Pronotion and
Protection of Investnent, and Agreenment on Econonic, Scientifc, Technica
and Cul tural Cooperation.

Mal aysi a was represented by Abdul |l ah and International Trade and
I ndustry Mnistry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz while Djibouti by its Mnister of
Commerce and | ndustry Mhanmed Barkat Abdill ahi for both agreenents.
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