01 APR 1998
Abdul | ah- Attitude
DON' T ADOPT A DEFEATI ST ATTI TUDE, M SIAN S TOLD

By: Vaan A Hul ai m

LONDON, April 1 (Bernama) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi said Mal aysi ans nust not adopt any attitude that may be regarded as
def eati st.

He said the econom c and financial problens faced by the country was
not a tragedy but a tough | esson "for us to learn.™

" Although the present situation required adjustnents in many sectors,
we must soldier on to ensure the econony continue to prosper, he said in a
meeting with Ml aysi an students at Mal aysia Hall here on Tuesday.

" The determi nation to succeed is the real wealth that we have," said
Abdul I ah, who is here to attend the Second Asi a- Europe Meeting (ASEM which
begi ns t onorrow.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad i s headi ng t he Ml aysi an
del egation to the three-day neeting.

" Let us draw a lesson fromthis. |f you give up, you're finished," he
sai d, urging Mal aysi an students not to be worried over the current
situation in Ml aysia.

Replying to a question on financial aid fromthe International Mnetary
Fund (I MF), he said Mal aysia turned down the offer due to excessive
conditions such as high interests for |loans and liberalising the markets to
t hei r whi ns.

He said the conditions were unacceptable as they were contrary to the
obj ectives of "our socio-econonic devel opnent."

Earlier, Abdullah net Indonesian counterpart Ali Al atas for about an
hour to discuss issues of bilateral interest including deportation of

I ndonesian illegal inmigrants in Ml aysi a.
Abdul | ah said nore than 17,500 | ndonesi ans had slipped into Ml aysi a
bet ween January and March this year. -- BERNAMA
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