20 OCT 1998

DONATI ON CAMPAI GN NETS 900, 000 BOOKS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 20 (Bernamm) -- Sonme 900, 000 books worth RMLO nmillion
have been collected so far, close to the one mllion target of the book
donati on canpai gn | aunched in August by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Musa said the books collected
were mainly in English and that 20 percent of the total canme fromthe
Federal Territory.

Speaking to reporters in Parlianent building here today, he said Pul au
Pi nang contributed 12 percent of the total while the | east contribution of
five percent canme from Kel ant an

He said the closing date for the canpaign, jointly organi sed by the
m ni stry, Petronas and Pos Mal aysi a, had been extended to Novenber 9 from
Sept enber 30.

The books collected will be distributed to reading centres, especially
in rural areas.

Annuar sai d the governnment woul d al | ocate RM300, 000 to buy additiona
books and that 500 readi ng centres would be set up in the rural areas,

i ncluding in | onghouses and Orang Asli settlenents.
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