05 JUN 1998
Agong - Birthday
DON T LET FOREI GN POAERS DI CTATE FATE OF NATI ON, SAYS KI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, June 5 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar tonight called on Mal aysians to increase productivity and give ful
backing to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad to steer the
country towards full recovery fromthe current econom c problens.

"This is not the time for the people to give up hope and to |let foreign
powers dictate the fate of the nation,” the King said in his birthday
address to the nation broadcast over radio and tel evision.

"I amvery nmuch satisfied with all the efforts bei ng undertaken by the
gover nment under the | eadership of the Prine Mnister.

"l believe and amconfident that the bold and firmsteps initiated by
t he government will bring good to the people and country, God willing," he
sai d.

Tuanku Ja' afar said he was pleased with the people's support for the
government's endeavours towards that end so far and reninded themthat the
current situation called for sacrifices and thrift on their part.

"We cannot afford to be spending |ike the way we did before. Instead we
shoul d strive to increase national savings to consolidate the country's
reserves. It is ny hope that all WMl aysians renmain patient in going through
this tribulation,” his majesty said.

H's majesty said the ringgit's depreciation and slunp in the stock
mar ket, resulting fromnoves desi gned by foreigners, were unpredictable.

"Nonet hel ess | et our present difficulties be a lesson to us all,"” his
maj esty sai d.

Tuanku Ja' afar sai d even way back to his birthday address to the nation
two years ago, he had stressed that it was the | evel of advancenent and
econom ¢ mght and not the size of the nmilitary that determned a country's
strength.

This holds true today, his majesty said, as foreigners applied their
econom ¢ powers to crippl e devel opi ng economies |ike Ml aysia and destroyed
what ever progress the nation had achi eved thus far.

Tuanku Ja' afar said in the wake of the country's econonic problens it
was crucial that all parties preserve the prevailing unity and refrain from

compounding the difficulties by creating ill-feelings towards each other.
"Now it is not the tine for us to be selfish. W should be hel ping each
other to go through the current hard tines as we'll only be a strong

society if we are all united," he said.

Tuanku Ja' afar said for continued national prosperity Ml aysi ans shoul d
be constantly sensitive to the custons and religious peculiarities of the
various racial groups so that harnoni ous co-existence and tol erance coul d
be preserved and enhanced.

Hi s maj esty said retrenched workers shoul d be patient and in the
meant i me avoi d bei ng choosy about taking up alternative jobs avail abl e.

The current econom ¢ probl ems shoul d not be an excuse for remaining
inert but should instead pronpt the people to put in greater efforts,
Tuanku Ja' af ar sai d.

The King al so advi sed Mal aysians to attend to and check issues which
were often linked to econom c coll apse fromcausing the social fabric to
di sintegrate.

Tuanku Ja' afar al so reni nded Mal aysians to cone out in full support of
the 16th Comobnweal th Ganes to be held here in Septenber

"The world's focus then will be on Malaysia. This is the noment for us



to show the world that we are a progressive and civilised society,” his
maj esty sai d.

Besides filling up the stadi umand ot her ganes venues, Ml aysians
shoul d mai ntain high | evel of cleanliness and refrain fromresorting to
acts that could smear Mal aysia's i mage, he said.

Tuanku Ja' afar sai d he was proud of the conm tnent shown by Ml aysi ans
who have volunteered their services to nake the Ganes a success.
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