14/ 12/ 1998

“Don't be obsessed with individuals'

W TH Umo el ections six nonths away, party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad yesterday cautioned its menbers not to be obsessed with
i ndi vidual s and not to go overboard in seeking victory for their
candi dat es.

The Prime M nister added that contests for party posts should al so not
be dictated by personal loyalty and that denocracy in the party nmust not
be at the expense of party credibility.

He said party el ections should be based on the character of the
candi dates, their ability to performand other |eadership qualities.

"The question of loyalty nust not influence the elections," he said at
the outset of an extraordi nary general neeting.

Dr Mahathir said sone might feel that their candi dates were so good that
their failure would lead to the downfall of the party.

However, if their bids would weck the party, it would be pointless to
sacrifice the party to such an obsessi on, he added

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant that those canpaigning for their
candi dates not go overboard

And if their candidates were not successful, they should accept the ones
chosen by the majority, close ranks, forget any tension that prevailed
during the elections and focus on achi eving party objectives.

"Remenber, in politics there are no pernanent friends, there are no
per manent enemies. There is no certainty that we are going to support the
same candidates in future elections. W have a proverb whi ch says sekal
air bah, sekali pantai berubah (the shore will change according to the
tide)."

Dr Mahathir argued further: "The party is inportant. Individuals are
not. Individuals come and go but the party remains for much [ onger. The
struggle will not end if the individuals fail. But the struggle will end
if the party is destroyed.™

Amendnents to the party constitution, anong others, abolished the 10-
poi nt bonus vote accorded to every nom nation for the posts of president
and deputy president, and instead required candi dates to secure stipul ated
per cent ages of nominations fromthe divisions, which nowtotal 165
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