03/ 03/ 1998

“Don't cut trade agency allocations

PETALI NG JAYA, Mon. - The Government has been asked not to drastically
reduce allocations for its trade agenci es and ot her bodi es which could
boost business for the country.

Partici pants said agencies |ike the Ml aysi an Industrial Devel opnent
Aut hority, Matrade and Mal aysia Tourism Pronoti on Board were actively
engaged in pronoting trade and tourism

The call was nade after roundtable discussions at the National Smart
Partnership Dialogue '98 with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad acting as noderator for the first session

The session was titled "Strengthening National Resilience Through Smart
Partnership - Roles OF Private Sector, Labour And Governnment."

Smart Partnership pronotes the concept of " prosper-thy-nei ghbour' and
"Wwin-win' outconmes to achi eve conmon prosperity and nutual benefits.

The two-day di al ogue whi ch began today is organi sed by the Ml aysi an
| ndust ry- Gover nment G oup For Hi gh Technol ogy (M GHT) and is being
attended by Governnent | eaders, top civil servants, union | eaders and
representatives of non-governnental organisations.

After the discussions, MGCGHT spokesman Prof Dr Ansary Ahned said
participants felt banks should be smart partners in the inplenentation of
Gover nnent policies.

"Participants asked the Governnment to be clear on policies, for exanple,
policy statenents on |oans. They felt the inplenmentation of these policies
were not inline with the spirit of the policies,” Ansary said.

He said it was suggested that there be roadshows to differentiate
Mal aysia fromother countries in the region to attract investnments as
presently foreign fund managers consi dered the Asia-Pacific region as one.

"Many felt that the policies on property be “revisited.' For | ow cost
housi ng they felt a higher amount be charged in urban areas. They said the
ceiling of RWMR5,000 per unit was set 20 years ago.

"Urban area participants feel it is not attractive for the industry to
sell | ow cost housing at that price," Ansary said.

A call was al so made to urgently review policies on bringing nore wonen
into the workforce as quickly as possible, especially qualified housew ves
on flexi-hours.

For the food and agriculture sectors, suggestions were nade to go into
these fields nore aggresively. It was suggested these sectors be private
sector-driven with Government policies to regulate and determ ne food
producti on.

Earlier, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, speaking on the
role of the Governnent, said it was an engi ne of growh, an agent of
change, a notivator and a nobiliser.

He said Government al so was a buil der of bridges between the public and
private sectors and a provider of social stability.

Mal aysi an Trade Uni on Congress president Zainal Ranpak spoke on the role
of | abour.
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