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"Don't rely on foreign aid to overcone woes'

Mari na Tan

PETALI NG JAYA, Wed. - Asean countries must hel p thensel ves out of poverty
and current econoni c probl ens i nstead of relying on foreign assi stance, an
I ndonesi an Cabi net M ni ster said today.

I ndonesi a' s Co-operatives and Smal | - Scal e Busi nesses M ni ster Adi Sasono
sai d the regi onal currency probl emhad hanpered and, in some i nstances,
reversed efforts by governnents to eradi cate poverty anong their peopl e.

"In Indonesia, efforts to eradi cate poverty had been | argely successf ul
and we reduced t he percentage of the people |living bel owthe poverty Iine
from65 per cent of the population to 11 per cent.

“I'n the | ast nine nonths, however, we have seen t he nunber of poor
peopl e i ncreasing threefold," he said at the signing of a Menorandum of
Under st andi ng bet ween two non-governnental organi sati ons to eradicate
regi onal poverty.

Attributing this phenonenon partially to the "unfairness of the world of

international finance", Adi said: "It is painful to see, but we nust face
it as atrial fromAllah and we cannot give up in the fight agai nst
poverty."

Adi said discussions with Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad
and Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi myesterday had concl uded
t hat Asean countries shoul d depend on t hensel ves to get out of econonic
probl ens.

He | ater witnessed the MU si gni ng between t he Sel angor Poverty
Er adi cati on Foundati on and | ndonesia's Centre for Informati on and
Devel opnent St udi es.

Adi, a |l eading Indonesian intellectual and | ong-tinme chai rman of Cl DES,
was the only NGO representative to be appointed to president B.J.

Habi bie's "refornt' Cabi net a nonth ago.

The MU, signed by SPEF general manager Mohd Tani n Mohd Yusof and Cl DES
assi stant chai rman R cky Rachmady, identifies 10 areas of co-operation for
the two NGOs to strengthen regi onal poverty eradication efforts.

They i ncl ude research and devel opnent, conparative studi es on poverty
eradi cation i ssues, devel oping small-scal e | ocal entrepreneurs, organising
barter trade activities and exchanges of experts and wel fare acti vi sts.

Adi left for Indonesia |later this afternoon.

Present were fornmer Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Ahmad
Sarji Abdul Ham d, SPEF chairman Dat uk Zai nal Abi di n Sakomand Kel ana Jaya
St at e Assenbl yman Dat uk Mokht ar Ahmad Dahl an.
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