18 APR 1998
Mot or cycl i ng- GP
DOOHAN TAKES POLE PCSI TI ON

By: Arul Rajoo

JOHOR BAHARU, April 18 (Bernama) -- Athrilling race is on the cards in
the Mal aysi an Mbtorcycle Grand Prix tonorrow as defendi ng chanpi on M chae
Doohan has grabbed pol e position ahead of Japan Grand Prix w nner Max
Bi aggi

Australian rider Doohan, who failed to conplete the season-opening race
in Suzuka two weeks ago, proved his nmettle by recording the fastest |ap
time of one mnute 28.225 seconds in the second qualifying practice at the
Johor Circuit in Pasir Qudang, near here, today.

Bi aggi of Italy had the pole position under his belt until the 25th |ap
of the qualifying practice with a tinme of 1:28.410 but Doohan, who was
pl aced ei ghth yesterday, secured the | ead on his 26th |ap.

Bi aggi, who nade a grand debut in the 500cc by winning in Japan,
crashed twice today, first in the norning during the free practice and
again at the end of the qualifying session.

Despite snatching the pole, Doohan was still unhappy with the
performance of his Repsol NSR, saying that the front tyre could be a
problemtonorrow as the surface and the heat nmade it tough

"The bike still feels |like a big 250, not 500. We have been working
mai nl y on suspensi on and gearbox, but the circuit is so bunpy there's not
much you can do... you have just got to try and rmake the bi ke track over
t he bunps,"” he said.

Bi aggi, who suffered mnor abrasions to his right el bow, said
tomorrow s race woul d be tough and the secret would be to conserve oneself
in the race

"Doohan is good at that, so he has got to be the favourite tonorrow
Unl i ke Suzuka, we are not fully prepared, though we worked so hard today,"
he sai d.

Bi aggi also referred to a cobra that strayed on to the track during the
nmorni ng' s 125cc session. It was killed by G no Borsoi when he swept past,
striking the cobra with his knee.

"I am half expecting to see a python on the track. It's so hot here
that it makes life really tough for the teamas well," said Biaggi, who has
won the 250cc in Malaysia four tinmes in a row

Carl os Checa of Spain and Kyoji Nanba of Japan will be the other two
riders in the front row t onorrow

Germany's Jurgen Fuchs was the surprise | eader in the 250cc when he
took the pole position while Italians Loris Capirossi and Val enti no Rossi
were second and third respectively.

Mal aysi a' s Sharul Yuzy, who is riding in his third Mal aysi an G and
Prix, had anot her di sappointing day when he rmanaged only 24th place with a
time of 1:34.066

In the 125cc, Noboru Ueda of Japan was the fastest, clocking 1:34.516
whi |l e Roberto Locatelli and Mrko G ansanti, both of Italy, were second and
third respectively.

Mal aysi an rookie M Meganat han, who was facing the possibility of
m ssing the race tonorrow, nmade it when he cl ocked 1:40.882, which was good
enough for himto qualify although he finished | ast.

"I never expected to qualify. It was all hard work as we stayed unti
2amto work on the bike. | just want to conplete the race tonorrow," he
sai d.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will flag off the Grand



Prix tonorrow.

RACE SCHEDULE
125cc -- 11.15am
250cc -- 12.30pm
500cc -- 2pm
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