19/ 12/ 1998
Dr M Let's count our blessings, nmaintain peace and stability

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUVPUR, Fri. - Mal aysians nust count their blessings for being able
to live in peace and harnony, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d t oday

He urged the people to maintain the peace and stability and ensure the
effective inplementati on of neasures for econom c recovery.

"If we see what we have, we will really appreciate it. W should count
our blessings for all that we have achi eved and rem nd oursel ves that our
country is peaceful," he said at a neeting with | eaders of 325 Fel da
schenes.

The neeting, held at the Fel da headquarters, was attended by about 1,500
Fel da of fice bearers from Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a and Sabah.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi ans should realise there were foreign attenpts
to recol oni se the country by weakeni ng the economy and depreciating the
ringgit.

The Prime M nister also recounted the hardship of pre-independence days
and rem nded the people that if foreigners were to recol oni se the country,
all its riches "would be carted away".

He said foreigners would not be able to recol onise Malaysia if the
peopl e were united and understood the country's probl emns.

He sai d since independence, the Governnment had distributed the country's
riches to the people by providing vari ous opportunities and i nproving the
standard of I|iving.

When the economic crisis flared, he said the Government al so cane under
pressure but it strove to overcone the problens by setting up the Nationa
Econom ¢ Action Council and inplenenting several recovery measures.

"I hope, in the current economc crisis, our country will remain
peaceful and there will not be nmany problens,” Dr Mhathir said.

He said the Governnment was al so fortunate as workers had not resorted to
strikes and that despite the rise in prices of essential items, the
i ncreases were not steep.

"Qur workers are not striking even though prices have gone up. Sal aries
have not gone up but they do not strike. W are grateful for that.

"Actually prices woul d have gone up hi gher as our currency had
depreci ated agai nst the US dollar,"™ Dr Mahathir said.

He spoke of the hardship being faced by mllions of people in a
nei ghbouring country where he said people had to scrounge for food in
garbage dunps whil e subsidies for essential itens like rice, flour and
petrol were lifted | eading to higher prices.

Dr Mahathir said it was unfortunate that a political problemarose at a
time when the country was facing the economic crisis.

"Sadly, now there is kegawatan politik. | did not choose to have it.

| amresponsible for ensuring who will lead this country. A person of
good character, sincere and honest," he said.

In apparent reference to his forner deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Dr
Mahat hir said: "When | found he was was not qualified (to | ead the
country) | had to renbve him"

The Prime Mnister said Mnisters and Mentris Besar had been renoved
before wi thout any di sturbances and i nci dents.

"Today, we see a Deputy Prinme M nister renpved but doesn't accept it and
| evel s charges agai nst the Governnent.

"I brought himup this far but if he is not suitable, | have to say so,"



Dr Mahat hir said, adding that Anwar had resorted to rioting with the aid
of foreigners.

He said the United States was not confortable with himas Prine
M ni ster.

"I amall right with the United States but they don't like me."

He said they |liked his woul d-be repl acenent.

"He went many tinmes to the US. Wien they saw that this man coul d not
becone Prime Mnister, they canme here to bring down the Governnent."

He said the Fel da scheme was unique in that no other country had
successfully opened up 800, 000 hectares of land for settlers to earn an
i ncone for thensel ves.

"W pl aced hundreds of thousands of people who had no source of incone.
When we did that, we increased the nunber who had sufficient incone," he
sai d, adding that schools and clinics were also built and children of
settlers were educat ed.

Dr Mahathir sai d sone devel oping countries had tried to enul ate the
Fel da scheme but were not as successful.
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