27/ 09/ 1998
Dr M Let the court decide on Anwar (HL)

Rashi d Yusof
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
advi sed supporters of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimnot to obstruct the | ega
process, but instead let the court prove the veracity of the allegations
agai nst him

Dr Mahathir said there was no need for denonstrations and reiterated the
Governnent's assurance that there would be an open trial for Anwar.

He said there could not be justice if the judge was "interrupted and
t hr eat ened".

"Don't disrupt the process of law. Allow the court to decide. If he is
found not guilty, then support himwi thout fear," the Prine Mnister told
a Press conference at Sri Perdana, his official residence.

The Press conference was called to clarify why Anwar had not been
charged as there had been confusion and questions raised over this.

Dr Mahathir said the authorities had wanted to charge Anwar this week
but were prevented fromdoing so by denpnstrations staged by Anwar's
supporters.

He regretted that before Anwar could be tried, he had incited his
supporters to hold denpnstrations and to cause disturbances if he was
taken to court.

He said the police had exercised restraint as they feared possible
injuries intrying to disperse the denonstrators.

In turn, such an occurrence would be exploited by the foreign nedia to
show the world there was police brutality, he said

The Prime Mnister said this could possibly earn Anwar a | ot of synpathy
abroad anong those not aware of what he has done.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar hinmsel f hoped that the trial would be disrupted
and that if there were Indonesian-style riots, the trial could not be
conducted in a proper nmanner.

And, the riots could spread |Ii ke what had happened in | ndonesi a and
ultimately, the Governnment will be ousted, he added.

"Thus, there will be no trial at all. And he would be freed just like
that and his offences will not be exposed.

"This is the plan hatched by Anwar to avoid a trial. That's why police
are careful and not using force unless it cannot be avoi ded."

Asked what was his advice to supporters of Anwar when faced w th various
rumours spread through leaflets and the Internet, Dr Mahathir appealed to
themnot to believe the contents because they were not true.

He cited the runmour of Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak resigning, but the
Education M nister had made it clear that he has no such intention.

The Prime Mnister said there was also talk that there would be a major
denonstration on Monday to drumup support for Anwar.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke of adverse foreign nedia reports, |ike attenpts
to depict the Governnent as authoritarian.

He said there was a possibility that such a situation would be used to
initiate econom c sanctions agai nst Ml aysi a.

He cited a Reuters report yesterday quoting Wrld Bank vice-president
chi ef econom st Joseph Stiglitz as saying "attenpts to silence politica
di ssent may cause investors to shun the country as they did South Africa
over apartheid."

Dr Mahathir said this could be an attenpt to see that nmeasures to
safeguard the country would fail.



Asked if there were third parties out to exploit the situation, he said
there were people who wi shed to see Umo divided, with sonme nenbers
backi ng Anwar .
( END)



	Dr M: Let the court decide on Anwar (HL) (NST 27/09/1998)

