07/ 02/ 1998

Dr Ms advice seen as a directive

JELI, Fri. - Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s recent
announcemnent for party nenbers and | eaders in Kel antan to avoi d cont est
for the post of divisional heads has been declared a directive and not a
nmere advi ce by Kel antan Ummo.

State Umo |iaison comm ttee deputy chai rman Dat uk Annuar Misa said the
decision to adopt the stand was in view of various i nterpretati ons anong
the hopefuls in the run-up to the divisional election between March 12 and
29.

He said the conmttee had al so deci ded to accept all decisions and
advi ce given by Dr Mahathir at its neeting | ast Jan 26 as a directive
whi ch nmust be adhered to by all party menbers in the State.

Dr Mahathir, who is the State Umo |iaison Conmittee head had chaired
the Jan 26 neeting during his day-long working visit to Kelantan that day.
Annuar said the matters di scussed during the neeting i ncluded the post
of the Gua Musang Umo divi sional chief which had been handed over to Qua
Musang MP Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, the requi rement for divisional chiefs
to allocate party positions for those unable to contest and to stop al

forns of canpaigning.

"Al'l the four nust be taken collectively as a directive fromthe party
president," he told reporters said after closing the Umo administration
course for branches in the Jeli division today.

Present was MP for Jeli who is al so Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni ster
Dat uk Must apa Mohaned.

Asked on the action to be taken agai nst nmenbers who failed to conply
with the directive, Annuar said it woul d be deci ded by the Umo Suprene
Counci |

"But, if possible, we do not want to drag anyone to that extent,
consi dering that Umo wants to pool its resources to win back the State. ™

Annuar added al | divisional heads had fully agreed to al |l ocate suitable
positions to party nmenmbers who coul d not contest for the top divisiona
post .

He added that the positions allocated would differ fromeach di vision as
it depended on the suitability.

"They coul d be offered as high as the position of deputy divisional head
or the posts of permanent chairman or an appoi nted commi ttee nenber, " he
sai d, addi ng that the nost inportant thing was to all ow everybody to have
arole in strengthening the party.

He al so said that Jeli was the first division to reach a consensus not
to contest for all the najor divisional posts, including the division
head' s post, held by Mistapa

"Jeli has passed the resolution to fully inplement all the directives of
the party president."

He said the resol ution had received the backing fromall its branches
after a consensus had been reached anong t he di vi si onal comi ttee nenbers.

He hoped ot her divisions would ermul ate their counterparts in Jeli to
pronote unity anong the menbers.
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