17/ 08/ 1998

Dr Mattends preview of stage show for Apec

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
attended a preview of the stage performance that will be held at the gal a
di nner hosted by himfor State | eaders during the Apec sunmmit in Novenber.

The 70-m nute show, titled Wien Rivers Meet, involve a nine-segnent
performance of dance and nusic depicting Malaysia's multi-ethnic society,
di verse cultures and history.

Al so present was Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbphaned
Ali.

Staged at the Kuala Lunpur City Hall auditoriumby Panggung Negara, the
show s cast of 120 al so featured |local recording artistes Noraniza ldris
and Siti Nurhaliza.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k who was
present at the performance said Dr Mahathir was satisfied with the show

"The Prime M nister was proud and happy with the show and deci ded t hat
no part should be cut. But there is roomfor inprovenent and changes wil |
be made before it is staged at the Apec di nner in Novenber."

Sabbar uddi n sai d anong the changes may be nore songs for the finale.

The show, directed by Suhaim Mhd Zain, was a conbi ned effort of
several choreographers from Panggung Negara, the Kwantung dance group,
Tenpl e of Fine Arts and Pak Ngah Producti on.

Today' s performance was al so in conjunction with the Conmonweal t h
Cul tural Festival '98.
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