31/ 07/ 1998
Dr Ms book “The Way Forward' | aunched here

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s book The Way
Forward - a 133-page hardcover containing a series of essays by the Prine
M ni ster on the reasons for the fornulation of the New Econom ¢ Policy and
its success - was |aunched today.

The book had al so been | aunched i n London on July 8 by fornmer British
Prime M nister Baroness Margaret Thatcher. It isretailinginthe United
Ki ngdom at STGL6.

Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who | aunched The \Way
Forward at the Putra World Trade Centre, urged all Ml aysians to read the
book as it addressed the rational e and necessity for the NEP as wel | as
the future direction of the country.

"What ever the views of others, to us, the NEP has provided political and
social stability and this has been tested through tine.

"The NEP has fundanental | y changed t he preconcepti ons of Ml ays, and
ot hers of the Mal ays, especially interns of their involvenent in
busi ness, education, nedi ci ne and t echnol ogy.

"The policy has shown that success need not be achi eved through
unbridled nmeritocracy, as this is not the only path for nation buil ding.

"Rather it is the stress on neritocracy and excel |l ence, tenpered with
soci al engi neering that coul d provi de a nmuch nor e sust ai nabl e devel opnent
inamltiracial society," Najib said in his speech.

The book, published by UK-based publisher Widenfeld & Nicolson, is
avai |l abl e at bookstores at RvM68.80. Times Publishing Goup is the sole
di stributor for Ml aysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and | ndonesi a.

Naji b described the Prime Mnister as a "transformational |leader" - with
the ability to nove society and a nation to a greater plane.

"Dr Mahathir is soneone who has transforned the Malay nentality, the
Mal aysi an nentality and the Asian nentality, resulting in successes of the
Mal ays, the Mal aysi ans and the Asians."

He sai d The Way Forward was Dr Mahat hir's second nonunment al book, after
The Malay Dil emma, which "opened the cl osed m nds of many".

"To a large extent, it led to the birth of the New Mal ay, certainly
decades before this termgai ned popul arity.”

On the current econonic problens, Najib said no one was nore determ ned
to nmake the country "rise again |ike a phoenix" than Dr Mahathir.

"This is anply shown by his single-mnded approach to his work,
per suadi ng, cajoling and converting sel f-doubters and sceptics that we are
on the right track.

"H s unconventional views have now becone nmai nstreamt hi nki ng."

As we approach the | ast year of the current mllennium Najib saidit
was unfortunate that "we are nmoving forward froma weakened position."

"However, with Dr Mahathir at the helmto see us through, it is
reassuring that our future is in safe hands."
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