02/ 03/ 1998
Dr Mconfident of bigger event next year

Ashraf Abdul | ah
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, expressing satisfaction
that the Le Tour De Langkawi had rmanaged to carve a niche in the world
sports scene, said yesterday he was confident the annual race would
i nprove and attract nore prom nent worl d-class riders.

"Yes, | expect nore participants next year and | expect it to be a
bi gger event,"” he said after presenting trophies and prizes to the wi nners
at Dataran Merdeka.

Dr Mahathir said the decision to end the race in the Federal Capital was
a good choi ce because nore people could attend and cheer the teans.

"I amquite sure this is very encouraging both for the cyclists and
organi sers and the teans that came here," he said.

Asked on future plans for the race, Dr Mahathir, who was given the title

of "Father of Le Tour de Langkawi" - nowthe third richest race in the
world - said: "Well, when | suggested the race | thought it was going to
be around Langkaw .

"It was a small race going up the hill but | never expected it to be a

race that goes around the country and becone one of the world' s major
events in the cycling cal endar."

He said the race had stirred a lot of interest and those who had
participated commented that it was well organi sed and were satisfied that
it was a real endurance test for them

Dr Mahathir said he was sure in future there would be nore participation
by other teans, not so nmuch just to win but exhibiting the spirit of
sport smanshi p.

He hoped the organi sers would continue to nake plans to enhance the race
since it had enmerged as a world class event.

"Initially, we planned it as a snmall race covering only Langkawi but
there are those who feel that we should organise it |ike the Tour de
France," he said.
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