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Dr Mconfident over Security Council seat

Fadzil Ghazali

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad expressed confi dence that
Mal aysia woul d clinch a seat on the 15-nmenber United Nations' Security
Counci | for the 1999-2001 term

"We see a | ot of support for this. We probably will get a seat,"” he told
reporters after attending MCA's Chi nese New Year cel ebrations in Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

Asked why Mal aysia is seeking a seat on the Security Council again, Dr
Mahat hir said Malaysia would like to participate in any situation where
the country could express its opinions.

"In a situation where we can voice our opinions freely, we would like to
participate,” he added.

Shoul d Mal aysi a be appoi nted as a non-permanent nenber of the powerful
Security Council, it would be the country's third successful bid.

Mal aysia was first elected in 1965 for a split two-year term al ongside
wi th then Czechosl ovaki a, before serving a full two-year termin 1989-
1990.

On Tuesday, visiting Col onbian Foreign Mnister Dr Maria Enma Meija
Vel ez had conveyed to her Ml aysian counterpart Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi , Col onbi a's support for Malaysia's bid for a seat on the Security
Counci | .

To a question on chairmanship for the Non-Aligned Movenent, Dr Mahathir
sai d al t hough Col onbi a has also invited Malaysia to bid for this chair
Mal aysi a has yet to nake a decision on it.

Furthernore, he said, the next country in line for the chairmanship is
South Anerica and then only Ml aysia. At present, the NAM chai rnmanship is
hel d by Col onbi a.

"I'f we go by turns, after Colonbia is South Africa. Then only will it be
our turn. There is still a long way to go."

Dr Mahat hir al so expressed di sappoi ntment over the attitude of road
users, particularly notorcyclists, who drove reckl essly.

"I am saddened by this. Even when | amdriving, | can see these suicida
motorcyclists. They are really in search of trouble.

"There is nothing wong with the roads. There is nothing wong with the
vehicles. It is their fault. W have reni nded them and yet they continue
testing their fate," he added.

He said accidents do happen, but in the case of some notorbike riders,
they are | ooking for trouble.

"If we drive our respective cars carefully, we can go fast but not too
fast. However, in the case of sone motorcyclists, whenever they see cars,
they want to show off. That's how they becone victins," he added.

Since "Ops Stati k" was |aunched to ensure road safety during the double
cel ebrations, a total of 118 people was reported to have died in 4, 965
road acci dents.

Figures up to yesterday reveal ed 58 per cent of the victins were
nmotorcyclists and their pillion riders.

Statistics al so show the nunber of deaths and the rate of accidents
during the seven days of operations have i ncreased conpared with | ast year
when 103 deat hs were reported in 4,200 accidents within the sanme peri od.

Dr Mahat hir advi sed those travelling to and fromtheir hometowns for the
doubl e cel ebrations to be careful behind the wheel s.

Meanwhi | e, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said that



al t hough vari ous neasures had been taken to reduce the rate of accidents
during festivities, there were still sonme road users who were reckl ess.
"Let's not turn a joyful occasion into a sad one. If we wish to return
to our hometowns to be with our loved ones, let's ensure we are alive,"
the MCA president added.
( END)
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