27/ 11/ 1998

Dr Mgets award for pronoting IT and its related industries

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad was
toni ght conferred the Asian-Cceani an Conputing Industry Organisation IT
Award 1998 for his contribution to the devel opnent of information

technol ogy and I T-rel ated i ndustri es.

The award was presented to himby Asocio president Dr F.C. Kohli at the
Asoci o- Pi kom or Associ ation of the Computer Industry Ml aysia Gal a Banquet
at Sunway Lagoon Resort Hot el

Dr Mahathir said he was accepting the award not only for hinself, but
al so on behal f of those who had nade the Miltinmedi a Super Corridor a
reality, describing the MSC as "one of the nbst unique plans in the
I nformati on Age the world has ever seen"

"Al'though every country, in fact every town has got its own programe in
this Informati on Age, they have nothing Iike MSC. "

Wth many now speaki ng of having one |ike MSC, Dr Mahathir said he was
quite sure all would succeed "because there is no way we can do sonethi ng
that is unique forever. W have to share our know edge with others."

On the Internet, Dr Mahathir said it was unfortunate there were people
who had abused such a powerful nedi umwhich could teach peopl e many things
and sonet hing that has brought the world cl oser.

He added the abuses were due to distortions in their way of thinking.

"I do hope that such people are in the mnority and in this age of
information, we will learn to handle information in a way that will
contribute towards the well being of all people in this world and towards a
better civilisation."

Earlier, the citation was read out by M nos Bhd president and chi ef
executive officer Tengku Datuk Dr Mohd Azzman Shari f fadeen, who descri bed
his nmeetings with Dr Mahathir beginning with the first encounter in August
1994.

Tengku Azzman had briefed Dr Mahathir for 20 minutes on his proposal to
start a macroecononmics institute, after which the Prime M nister asked
him "How nuch do you want?" And after being told the requirement was RVb
mllionin the first year, he asked: "Wen can you start?"

Tengku Azzman, who traced how the MSC was subsequently conceptuali sed,
al so recounted how Dr Mahathir had once made a surprise visit to the
institute which was | ater knowmn as M nos. And of how the Prime M nister
| ater requested to be briefed by experts on IT.

"I'n 10 nonths, he knew all that was needed to be known."

Asoci o had singled out Dr Mahathir's efforts in pronmpting IT and the MsC
for praise

Asoci o conprises all the respective industry associ ations, such as
Pi kom in the 15-nenber countries in the Asia-Pacific region.

Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Pi kom chairnman Shai f ubahri m Sal eh
were al so present.

The Pi kom Conmputines | T Awards in six categories were al so presented
toni ght.

Si nger (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd was nanmed I T Organi sation of the Year,
Conputer Protocol (M Sdn Bhd was presented with the | T Product of the
Year (Hardware) and FCS Conputer Systems Sdn Bhd and Multicentric
Technol ogy Sdn Bhd received the | T Product of the Year
(Software: application).

Net Card Corporation Bhd won the I T Product of the Year



(Software: I nternet based application) while BRGInteractive Digital Mdia
Sdn Bhd and Net Card Corporation were naned I nternet Website of the Year.
Articulate Multinedia Sdn Bhd won the Multinedia CD-Title of the Year.
The Pi kom Conputinmes IT Award was initiated by Pi komand Conputinmes, the
twi ce-weekly IT section of the New Straits Tinmes.
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