01/03/1998

Dr Mgl ad Jew sh group accepted expl anati on

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
wel coned the World Jewi sh Congress's statenment which accepted the

Mal aysi an expl anati on that he was not anti-Semitic, saying that the matter
shoul d now be put to rest.

Speaking to reporters after nmeeting Brunei's Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah at
the Shangri-La Hotel, Dr Mahathir said neither he nor Ml aysi a was agai nst
any race.

He was asked to comment on the statenent by the executive director of
the WIC El an Stei nberg who was quoted as saying yesterday that as far as
t he Congress was concerned, the matter had cone to an end.

"Well, | amglad to hear that. | have never been anti-Semtic. W have
been instrunmental in allowing the Israeli cricket teamto cone here.

"We al so brought Israeli students here so that they can see that Mislins
can live with other people. This night help themunderstand that it is
possible to live with the Arabs too."

Mal aysi a' s Per manent Representative to the United Nations in Geneva
Ham don Ali had in a letter, dated Feb 20, to the Comm ssi oner of the
United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts denied that Dr Mahathir was
anti-Semtic.

The WIC nmade the letter public and praised its contents.

The letter was witten by Hami don after he net the WIC representative in
CGeneva, Morris Abram

It said the Prime Mnister was nmindful of the need to restrain from
maki ng racist remarks as it could be disastrous for a multi-racial country
Ii ke Mal aysi a.

Stressing that anti-Senitismhad never been a policy in Ml aysia,

Ham don had stated that to allege that Dr Mahathir was anti-Senitic would
be unfair and a sad m sreading of the Prime Mnister's phil osophy and
convi cti ons.

Asked to comment on Steinberg's remarks that the matter should be put to
rest, Dr Mahathir said:

"Well, | amglad that it has been put to rest because | don't see a
point in having a quarrel with anybody. | don't want to quarrel w th them
| wel come the statenment, of course.”

Dr Mahathir had clarified on several occasions that he did not say that
a Jewi sh conspiracy was behind the attack on several Southeast Asian
currencies.

He said he was mi squoted by the Press.

DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang al so wel conmed the WC st at enent.

He added in a statenment that the controversy was an unnecessary
distraction to the current econom c problens faced by the country.

( END)
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