08/ 05/ 1998
Dr Mhas full agenda on dual - purpose Cairo visit

Syed Nadzri in Cairo
PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will be in Cairo today on a
flurry of m ssions to enhance ties and pronote Third Wirld interests.

For the first part of his six-day stay, Dr Mahathir will attend
functions lined up for an official visit (fromtoday to Sunday), his first
to Egypt in 14 years. And the Prime Mnister will Kkill two birds with one
stone by taking part in the eighth sunmt of the G oup of 15 countries
starti ng Monday.

An official welcone awaits Dr Mahathir when he arrives at the Cairo
International Airport at 5pmlocal tine (10pm Mal aysian tine). Tonorrow s
busy schedul e starts with a del egation neeting at the office of Egyptian
Prime Mnister Dr Kamal Ahnmed Al Ganzoury.

Wsna Putra Secretary-General Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhaned sai d yesterday
that this nmeeting would lead to the signing of two bilateral agreenents,
one on information technol ogy and one on religious affairs.

The day's highlight will be Dr Mahathir's dinner neeting with Egyptian
Presi dent Hosni Mibar ak.

But before that, he will speak at a business forum organi sed by the
Ar ab- Mal aysi an Chanber of Commerce and open a Perodua show oom

The notor show oom synbol i ses the encouragi ng sales in Egypt of the
Perodua Kancil. It is understood that the 80 cars shi pped here recently
were snapped up in just a week, pronpting | ocal agents to order 120 nore,
which will arrive by the end of the nonth.

Dr Mahathir will be conferred an honorary doctorate of letters by the A
Azhar University on Sunday, a rare honour given by the world' s ol dest
university to heads of governnent.

The Prime Mnister is also scheduled to neet Mal aysi an students after
this.

Dr Mahathir is expected to be a key figure at the G 15 summt which will
be opened by Mibarak on Monday norning.

Taking of f fromwhere the Kuala Lunmpur sunmit left, the Cairo summt
will, among others, continue deliberations on devel opnents in the
i nternational financial market.

It will also deal with problens encountered by devel opi ng countries in
the nmultilateral tradi ng system

These two i ssues nake up the main agenda of the three-day sunmmit and are
expected to figure promnently in the final communi que to be issued on
Wednesday.

The Cairo neeting is held out of turn because Janmi ca, which was to be
the next host after Kuala Lunpur, asked for a postponenent because of
el ections.

It is unclear how many | eaders will nake it, but Egyptian officials are
confident that this would be one of the best attended.

As with nost other sunmits, |leaders will spend one day in a retreat - in
this case in Sharm es-Shei kh at the southern tip of Sinai - on Tuesday.

Apart from Mal aysi a and Egypt, the other nenbers of G 15 are Al geri a,
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, India, |Indonesia, Jammi ca, Kenya, Mexi co,

Ni geria, Peru, Senegal, Venezuel a and Zi nbabwe.
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