24/ 03/ 1998

Dr M1 aunches chi p-enbedded, intelligent passport

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday unveil ed
Mal aysi a' s new chi p- enbedded passport, paving the way for higher security
i n governnent-issued travelling docunent for the country.

He said the el ectronic mcroprocessor-based intelligent passport,
pi oneered by Iris Technologies (M Sdn Bhd, will be made avail abl e
i medi at el y.

The new passport maintains compatibility with other machi ne-readabl e
passport systens used in other countries. It also includes the passport
hol der's details in a tanper-proof el ectronic substrate enbedded in the
passport.

"True el ectronic passports incorporate a silicon chip with many orders
of magni tude hi gher than paper-based security,” he said in his speech at
the launch at Iris Smart Conpl ex at Technol ogy Park in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

Dr Mahathir was issued the country's first el ectronic passport by the
Director-General of the Inmmigration Departnent Datuk Aseh Che Mat.

He added that the vastly superior security features, differentiate the
el ectroni c passport fromone with paper-based security features.

Dr Mahat hir said governnent-issued travel docunents are increasingly
bei ng upgraded to accommpdate new security features, the npbst recent
additions being | oosely ternmed as el ectroni c-based security features.

Only the Inmigration Departnent will be able to read the electronic
information in the new passport to verify the authenticity of the
docunent .

The new passports, part of the department's investnents in its RW30
mllion conputerisation project (1994-1999), will initially be issued at
all Immigration offices in the Klang Valley. It will then be extended
nati onw de in stages.

It is only valid for five years and no renewal will be extended. Hol ders
will be charged RMBOO (32 pages) and RMB00 (64 pages).

Unli ke the existing passport, the new one will not incorporate details
of holders' children. Hence, the smart passport is nmeant for a single
hol der.

The use of the new passport will enable the Immgrati on Departnent to
record the entry and exit of hol ders.

Nevert hel ess, existing holder only need to change to the new passport
when hi s present one expires.

At present, there are about seven mllion passport holders and the
nunber is expected to continue to grow at about 700,000 each year over the
next few years. The departnent is expected to i ssue 350,000 passports this
year.

Iris Technol ogi es al so manufactures and distributes smart contact cards,
contactl ess cards and substrates for a variety of applications such as
identification cards and nulti-purpose transaction cards, as well as
el ectronic travel docunents, digital conferencing systenms, integrated
passenger and baggage systens.

At the sane function, the Prine Mnister also | aunched Iris's smart
conpl ex which is a one-stop integrated manufacturing centre for al
aspects for smart technol ogy products.
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