11/ 07/ 1998
Dr M I aunchi ng LRT service tonight

Sager Ahmad

ITis all systens go for the opening today of the RVMB.5 billion Star-LRT
system- the first operating intra-city peopl e-nover train systemwhose
construction started in 1994 - by the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Dr Mahathir will go on a 24-mnute ride fromthe Sultan Ismail Station
al ong the 11. 8km southern extension to the futuristic-looking Bukit Jali
station at 8pm

Zai nal Abdul Ghani, chief executive officer of the concessionnaire,
Sistem Transit Aliran R ngan Sdn Bhd, said Dr Mahathir woul d be | aunchi ng
the whol e systemat the RM3 nillion station which has a soft nenbrane
roofing designed by a local architect to blend with the Bukit Jalil sports
conpl ex.

He said the historic occasion would be witnessed by guests and officials
who woul d | ater get on 200 el ectric buggies - the Perusahaan O onobi
El ektrik (Mal aysia) Sdn Bhd or Poem for the opening of the sports conpl ex
by the Prine M nister.

Zai nal said he was happy that the whole LRT System One under his charge,
that runs for 27kmthrough 25 stations, has been al nost 100 per cent
conpleted on tine and within budget and "al nbst" unaffacted by the
econom ¢ downt urn

He said the service to Bukit Jalil was given top priority and was
conpleted first early this year while all the civil engineering work on
the northern extension to Sentul Tinmur has been conpl eted and testing
woul d commence i n August.

"I am happy that Star will be the main and the easi est node of
transportation to the Comonweal t h Ganes venue and the Ganes Vill age
during the Ganmes between Sept 11 and 21.

"W conpl eted the southern extension early this year and have been
testing the whole system- track, signalling, the train, the safety
aspects and staff training - fromApril and we are fine-tuning everything
fromnow until the Ganes," he said.

Zainal said the Star-LRT utilises a proven and reliable systemand the
whol e system has not conprom sed on safety. He added that anong the
features was centralised control at the Anpang depot using the | atest on-
l'ine nonitoring system

"The control centre in Ampang uses the |latest systemin tracking the
trains and could isolate troubled spots along the track fromthere while
power on the track could al so be cut manually," he said.

"Anong other safety features are the imobility of the train if the
mechani cal door is not properly shut while the door will not open while
the trainis in notion as the conpressed-air nmechanismis operationa
then. "

The Phase One of the systemthat runs for 12km between Anpang and Sul tan
Ismail stations started its revenue service on Dec 16, 1996 and the Phase
Two runs for 15km and has 12 stations.

Zainal said all stations have been aesthetically-designed in keeping
with the tropical climte of the country and bei ng open and airy give good
cross-ventil ation.

He said stations al so have open vistas to the outside taking advant age
of natural lighting. The use of curved roofs or |arge spans and
cantilevers create spaci ous areas w th m ni mum col ums and obstructions



for passenger novenent.

He said while the wi de overhang for stepped roof over the staircase in
el evated stations gives a feeling of |ightness and sone even observed t hat
it evokes the inpression of a bird about to take flight.

"The Bukit Jalil Station is the largest anbng the 25 stations with white
menbr ane roof over the platformblending well with a stadiumat the sports
complex and it is easily washable using water jets.

"The menbrane roof diffuses the sunlight on the platformduring the day,
while giving out a soft glow during the night and we have sought to give
the feeling of spaci ousness, expansiveness and drama that acconpanies
sporting events.

"This is achieved by using | arge spans, |ightweight materials, |ight
col ours, exposed steel roofing structures, strong |lines and di agonal s
forned by the stairs and escalators leading up the platform" he said.

Zainal said as nore custoners try the systemand find it conveni ent,
reliable, predictable and fast, they would val ue the system

He added that fromyesterday, sone 29 mllion passengers have used the
service along the 12kmstretch
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