12/ 03/ 1998
Dr Ms Myannar visit gets w de nedi a coverage

Lokman Mansor in Yangon

YANGON: To say t he Myanmar Gover nnent pl aced great i nportance on Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's two-day official visit to the
Gol den Land is an under st atenent.

The state-owned tel evision news covered every itemin Dr Mahathir's
itinerary, fromhis arrival at Yangon International Airport in the norning
to ashort visit to the National Museumin the afternoon, up to a cultura
show at ni ght.

The state-owned English daily, "The New Li ght of Myanmar" gave equal |y
wi de coverage to Dr Mahathir's first visit since Myanmar joi ned t he
Associ ation of South-East Asian Nations (Asean) |ast year.

Under the headline "Two | eaders, two nations rededi cate thensel ves to
wor k together", reports of Dr Mahathir's arrival and his neetings with
Myanmar | eaders filled the front and back pages of the daily, and
continued to fill most of the editorial pages.

Phot ogr aphs of the Prine Mnister at various functions during the day
filled the second and third pages.

Its editorial said: "The people of Myanmar take Dr Mahathir to be their
strong ally due to his effort to get Myanmar into Asean, in the face of
obstruction by a Western group who interfered in regional affairs and
tried to apply their bully-boy tactics, and nmade reason prevail."

The editorial added that the visit of Dr Mahathir goes down in history
of both bilateral and regi onal relations as a m | estone because it hel ps
enphasi se the place one reserves for the other

The paper called Dr Mahat hir "a staunch def ender” of Asian val ues who
has been "vocal on natters in which others with sinister designs often
dabbl e".

"Many a time, he has been known to be deservedly vitriolic in dealing a
strai ght hook to those who interfereintheinternal affairs of countries
inthis regiononthe pretext of human rights and denocracy,” it added.

When asked during a press conference at the end of this visit whether he
agreed with the editorial, Dr Mahathir said: "Not in sane words perhaps,
but countries should be free to nmake deci sions on their own, free fromany
out si de pressure.”

The Prime M nister said the purpose of his visit is to know what is
happeni ng in Myanmar and to | earn nore about how best to help the country
fully partici pate as an Asean nmenber, including in the region's economc
devel oprent .

As Dr Mahat hir pointed out during a luncheon with the Ml aysi an
Associ ation (Myannmar), the country has changed a lot inthe | ast 10 years
"The ports have been noderni sed, industrial estates have taken off, and
the roads are wi de and clean,"” said the Prine Mnister, who | ast visited
Myanmar in 1988.

A Mal aysi an busi nessman al so conment ed t hat Yangon, the capital, is |ike
Kual a Lunpur 30 years ago. "That's why we conme in now. W | ook for the
long-termreturns,” he said.

Mal aysi an conpani es al ready i n Myanmar i ncl ude Pet ronas, Bolton, Mal ayan
Banki ng Bhd, M casa Hotel, Public Bank, UMNCorp, Genting Sanyen, Manee
Doubl e- Decker, Mal aysia Airlines and Bank of Conmerce.

According to an official fromMannmar's | nl and Revenue Departnent, there
are about 50 Mal aysi an conpani es operating here in all sectors of the
econony. They began arriving three to four years ago.



The corporate tax in Myanmar is 30 per cent, with tax holidays and
al  owances provi ded for certain industries and busi ness activities.

When asked what was the nost inportant subject in his discussions with
Myanmar | eaders, Dr Mahathir replied: "Econom c cooperation was the nost
i nportant subject: howto reduce the i npact of currency and enhance
econom ¢ growt h. "

If that is the case, then the Prime Mnister's visit was certainly
fruitful. Myanmar agreed to use its currency, the kyat, intrade with
ot her Asean countries. Inports would also be tallied with exports and only
t he bal ance pai d.

Thi s not only seeks to reduce dependence on foreign currency, but wll
al so hel p address the present trade i nbal ance bet ween Myanmar and
Mal aysi a. Trade between the two countries, totalling nmore than RML
billion, is currently in Malaysia's favour.

On another level, Dr Mahathir's visit is also a success of the Asean
spirit and solidarity. Being the newest nenber of the association, Myanmar
needs sone special attention and guidance, particularly in these early
st ages.

Cl ose contact at various levels, effective exchange of information and
cooper ation shoul d hel p Myanmar catch up with the ot her Asean nenbers, and
t oget her hope to achi eve greater progress in the future.

( END)
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