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DR M NEW APEC MEMBERS WOULDN T BE A PROBLEM TO GROUPI NG

By: Arshi Mhd Daud

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 18 (Bernamm) -- The expansi on of Apec's nenbership to
i nclude Russia, Peru and Vietnamw Il not pose a problemto the regiona
econom ¢ grouping, said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
t oday.

"I do not think they are going to be a problem 1 think their
experience will be very useful for Apec," he told a press conference at the
end of the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) Forumsummt here.

Dr Mahathir said the 21 econonies of Apec would |ike to have its
menber shi p expanded but it was aware that "if we have too many nenbers, it
will becorme very unw el dy."

The present Apec nenbers, he said, are not reflective of the entire
Paci fic Rimbecasue many countries have been |l eft out.

"But it cannot be hel ped since if we have too many (rmenbers), we can't
function. Those who are in already, | think they are contributing," he
stressed.

Comrenting on the three new nenbers, he said Russia felt it has a | ot
in conmon with the rest of the econom es of the regional forum
particularly with East Asia.

"(Russia's Prine Mnister Yevgeny) Primakov finds the (Apec) discussion
very useful," said Dr Mahathir.

On Vietnam he said the country was very keen to be a part of the whole
grouping and it believed that its induction would be very useful to project
the country to the rest of the world.

"As far as as Peru is concerned, (President Al berto) Fujinori thinks
that its participation in the Apec process is very enlightening," added Dr
Mahat hi r.
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