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DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad's decision to | eave the post of Umo deputy
president vacant until next year's party assenbly and to keep the Deputy
Prime Mnister's job unfilled may not have cone as a conpl ete surprise but
it neverthel ess rai ses several fundamental questions.

The deci si on does not cone as a surprise for a nunber of reasons.
Firstly, the choice of a new deputy president is nmade difficult by the
events of the last few nonths which culmnated in the sacking of Datuk
Seri Anwar |lbrahimfromthe Cabinet and the party just over a nonth ago.

Personal |y, Dr Mahathir must have been badly stung by these events and
by the devel opnents foll owi ng Anwar's sacki ng

Dr Mahathir rmust have felt that the decision to fill the deputy
president's post should not be his al one.

Secondly, the decision reflected not only his hesitation to act al one
but served as an acknow edgerment that the field fromwhich the candi date
is to be picked is too linmted.

Over the years, the holders of the vice-president's posts who could be
consi dered for pronotion had been reduced to two, nanely, Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Datuk Seri Najib Tun Abdul Razak.

Al t hough they are qualified and are way ahead of Anwar in terns of
seniority (Abdullah becanme an MP in 1978 and Najib in 1976 as opposed to
Anwar in 1982) Dr Mahathir seens to favour allowing the |arger party
menber ship to nake the choi ce.

Wt hout casting any doubt on the ability of the two nen, it would be
better for Umo to wait for an opportunity to consider a wi der choice of
candi dates for the nunber two post.

Wth the benefit of hindsight, a nunber of conclusions can be drawn as
to why Umo is facing this rather unfortunate situation.

Firstly, since Anwar successfully out-manoeuvred Tun Ghafar Baba in the
1993 party election to grab the deputy president's post, the line of
succession in the party and Governnent was seen as firmy established.

Anwar's position was seen as unassail abl e because his so-called Team
Wawasan (the Vision Team) swept all the three vice-president's posts, the
Yout h head post and many of the suprene council seats.

Si nce then, however, only Najib, who was on the fringes of the Team
Wawasan survives the test of time. By the 1996 party el ection, the team
was as good as dead.

The Umo Youth chief Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanmby Chik was the first
casualty anong the team nenbers. He was forced to vacate the post as well
as the post of Malacca Chief Mnister in 1994 follow ng all egations of
sexual liaison with a 15-year-old girl.

He was not charged but Attorney-General Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul |l ah said
doubts had been created as a result of police investigations into the
al | egati ons.

Ironically, Rahimis exit was to a | arge degree hastened by Anwar's stand
on the issue as played out by Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di.

The bi ggest casualty to the team happened in the 1996 party el ection
when Tan Sri Muhyi ddin Yassin was elimnated fromthe VP |line-up and
Abdul | ah nade a spectacul ar coneback as vi ce-president.

Anwar's consol ation was the victory of Zahid and Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man as Youth and Wanita chi ef respectively. Both were closely aligned
to him



Last week, history repeated itself when Zahid hinself was forced to
resign as Youth chief for his involvenent in Anwar's reformasi novenent.
He is now facing the likelihood of being sacked fromthe party. Siti
Zahar ah, however, renmains loyal to the | eadership

Anot her victimfromthe Team Wawasan was the former Sel angor Menteri
Besar, Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhammad Taib. He voluntarily resigned from al
Governnent posts and took | eave fromparty posts following his arrest in
Australia for allegedly failing to declare currenci es when | eavi ng that
country.

He was charged in a Brisbane court but was found not guilty. The
prosecution is appeal i ng agai nst the judgment. Mihammuad appears to be with
the party over Anwar's sacking.
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