21/ 04/ 1998

Dr Mon sensitivities in graves rel ocation

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said it is no | onger
suitable to have burial grounds in the mddle of the city, but the

rel ocati on of ceneteries nmust be done without affecting the sensitivities
of the next-of-kin

The Prime Mnister said no problens should arise fromthe rel ocation
exerci se and those responsible in carrying out the task should adhere to
custons and religious requirenents.

He said this when asked to el aborate on his speech earlier that there
was a need to safeguard the sensitivities of the next-of-kin when carrying
out the relocation of the burial ground at the Hokkien Cenetery in Jal an
Sungei Besi/Jal an Loke Yew.

Dr Mahathir had earlier witnessed the signing of the agreenment between
Pri bena Construction Sdn Bhd and Sel angor Hokki en Association to rel ocate
the graves to a new site in Miki mHulu Serenyi h, Hul u Langat.

Al so present were Datuk Bandar Tan Sri Kamaruzzanman Shariff.

Asked about the dissatisfaction of certain quarters in Senenyih over the
nmove, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent coul d not pl ease everyone.

He added that there were people who were not happy with the Governnment's
decisions to build roads or npsques.

"If we have to nmake everyone happy, then nothing can be done."

Earlier in his speech, the Prime Mnister said it was not easy to reach
an agreenment because no conmunity will be keen to relocate its burial
ground to ot her sites.

"But the association, taking into account national interest, gives its
consent to the rel ocation."”

He said the new site would nake it easier for the next-of-kin to pay
their respects to the deceased, particularly during All Souls' Day.

"It would be difficult for themto visit the burial grounds in the
m ddl e of the city.”

The Prime M nister also rem nded Pribena to carry out the relocation
snmoot hl y.

"While we want to see the present burial ground bei ng devel oped, the
rel ocation of the graves nmust be done w t hout di sappointing the next-of -
kin."

He added said the Governnent and City Hall would extend their co-
operation in the exercise

The Prime M nister was al so asked to comment on his statenent yesterday
calling on brokerage firns to nerge.

"It is up to themwhet her they (brokerage firns) want to merge with
their parent banks. But we don't want to cause probl ens because the
brokerage firms have their role to play."

Dr Mahathir said sonme might not be able to nerge

"W are not forcing themto do so. W do not want to cause unenpl oynent.

"I'f they nmerge, it nust not be done in an unthinkable fashion that can
create problens."

( END)
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