17/ 11/ 1998

Dr Mour nost visionary |eader

V. Wing
I WAS noved to wite when Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
said, "I amnot inportant. | amjust passing through” to Lorrai ne Hahn

when asked how he wi shed to be renmenbered during a CNN i nterview | ast
Tuesday, al so shown on TV2 at 1lpm

As a young child aged 10 when Mal aya gai ned its independence in August
1957 fromthe British, | always remenber our first Prime Mnister, Tunku
Abdul Rahman, as the instrunent of our independence and "Fat her of
Mal aysi a".

He was deeply | oved by the non-Bum putera citizens for acknow edgi ng
their birth-rights and giving thema place to call "hone'.

The next Prime M nister Tun Abdul Razak is remenbered for various rura
devel opnent plans, which brought prosperity to farmers and agriculturists.
Tun Hussein Onn, who took over on the death of Razak in 1976, was nuch
respected for his integrity. He brooked no nonsense and brought to justice

the corrupt in high office, our sort of "man of all seasons'.

He never sought power or glory but had that thrust on himon the
untinely death of Razak. He did the best he could for the nation and
passed it on.

I was sceptical of Dr Mahathir when he first came into premiership. He
seened too brash and pushy.

Push he did! Did he ever! He pushed us Ml aysians into the linelight of
the worl d.

We becane an econony to be reckoned with in the 1980s until the recent
regi onal econonmic crisis.

He is the nost visionary | eader Ml aysia ever had. Despite the crisis we
are in now, we cannot deny that it is Dr Mahahtir, who nmade us sit up and
say to the world "Ml aysi a Bol eh'.

He hopes to push the nation into the next mllenniumas a devel oped
country and whatever his faults, he will be renenbered as the Prine
M ni ster who nade Ml aysians stand tall! Long may he live to see us
t hr ough.
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