24/ 03/ 1998

Dr Mto open Europe-Islanmic world sem nar

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will open the
" Mal aysi an- Eur opean Uni on Joi nt-Sem nar: Europe and The Islamc Wrld" at
the Institute of Islam c Understandi ng Mal aysi a tonorrow.

The Prime Mnister will deliver the keynote address at the semnar, to
be attended by 250 peopl e.

The semi nar is organised by Ikimand the British-based Oxford Centre for
Islamic Studies and is supported by the EU. The New Straits Tinmes is the
of ficial newspaper for the event.

Al so attending are representatives of 15 EU nenber nations. They are
Austria, Belgium Britain, Denmark, Finland, France, Gernany, G eece,
Ireland, Italy, Luxermbourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.

The European Conmission is the EU s executive armthat is responsible
for inplenenting integration policies and represent nember nations in
i nternational negotiations.

There will also be a dialogue session with Dr Mahathir and the EU
representative Mchel Caillouet, the anbassador and head of del egation of
the EC

Based i n Bangkok, Caillouet has served two of his four-year terns as the
head of del egation for Canbodi a, Laos, Ml aysia, Myanmar and Thai | and.

In an interview, Caillouet said as one of a series of high-Ievel
di al ogues anmopng acadeni ci ans, researchers and sociol ogi sts, the sem nar
will provide the neans to | earn from each ot her.

The EU provides financial support for the "Europe and the Islanic Wrld"
sem nar to encourage nutual understandi ng between Europe and this region
of the world.

"There are 11 million Muslins of the 370 million people in the EU and,

i ke Mal aysia, we have an egalitarian society. W are interested in the
Mal aysi an experi ence.

"It should be a frank di al ogue as we have to work together.

"It is necessary for Ml aysians to understand the European experience
because we face the sane challenges in this fast changing world.”

Cai |l | ouet said European integration through the EU should be seen in the
same light as the integration of Southeast Asian nations through Asean "as
we are working together for peace".

The framework of the EU was conpl ex because, he said, "while we are in
the process of integrating, we are 15 different countries, each a
sovereign nation with its ow identity."

Cail l ouet said this sem nar was considered as part of the common effort
for nutual understandi ng between Europe and Asia and woul d be useful for
t he Asi a- Europe neeting in London next nonth.

Asemis made up of all 15 European Union nenbers, seven Asean countries
and China, South Korea and Japan. The first Asemwas held in Bangkok in
1996.

He said the EU naintained a tradition of providing financial, technica
and humani tarian aid to countries such as Canbodi a, Laos and Vi et nam f or
devel opnent and training progranmes in rural areas.
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