25/ 02/ 1998

Dr M wel cones UN- Baghdad accord

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday wel coned the
agreement reached between United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan and
Irag to end the inpasse over UN weapons inspection

The Prime M nister hoped the various parties would accept what Annan had
achi eved.

Yest erday, Annan and lIraqi Deputy Prinme Mnister Tariq Aziz signed the
agreement which would not only put an end to the inpasse to the UN weapons
i nspection but also prevent a possible USmlitary strike against Iragqg.

The US had threatened to strike against Ilraq if the latter refused to
al l ow UN i nspectors access to eight presidential sites which it had
declared off-limits, to search for biological and chemi cal weapons.

"I amrelieved that an agreenent has been reached,"” he said when asked
by reporters to comment on the accord after |aunching the MASTERcentre at
Technol ogy Par k Mal aysi a.

Asked whet her the econom ¢ sanction against Iraq could now be lifted
following Iraq's full conpliance with the UN Security Council resol utions,
Dr Mahat hir said he hoped it woul d.

However, he said he would not be surprised if other excuses were
invented so as not to lift the sanction.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whether the US and its allies should stop
t hreat eni ng I raq.

"They should not threaten Irag. But, | amof the opinion that they wll
not stop doing so,"” the Prine Mnister said.

Asked to conment on the roles of the G7 and Japan in assisting Asia in
resol ving the econom ¢ problens, Dr Mahathir said he hoped the
i ndustrialised nations would do sonet hing, "but I amnot very hopeful”
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