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DR MAHATH R ARRI VES | N YANGON FOR TWO- DAY OFFICIAL VISIT

By: Syed Jami | Jaafar

YANGON, March 9 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrived here for a two-day official visit to Myanmar.

He was received by Chairnman of the State Peace and Devel opnent Counci l
(SPDC) Seni or CGeneral Than Shwe and accorded a 19-gun salute at the
cerenoni al wel cone.

FI ag-wavi ng children also lined the roads to wel come Dr Mahathir as he
was driven to the State Guest House where he is staying.

Dr Mahat hir and Gen Than Shwe are scheduled to hold private talks this
af t er noon.

They are expected to discuss | atest devel opnents on the financial and
econom ¢ situation in the regi on and new areas of cooperation to enhance
bilateral rel ations.

This is Dr Mahathir's first visit to Myanmar since that country joi ned
Asean | ast July.

Asean groups Brunei, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Myanmar, the
Phi | i ppi nes, Si ngapore, Thail and and Vi et nam

Dr Mahathir is acconpanied by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

The prime nminister's entourage includes Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi and Deputy International Trade and | ndustry M nister
Dat uk Kerk Choo Ti ng.

Earlier in KUALA LUMPUR, Dr Mahathir was seen off at the Sultan Abdul
Aziz Shah Airport by his deputy and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim -- BERNAMA
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