26 AUG 1998
NAM Mal aysi a
DR MAHATHI R TO ATTEND NAM SUMM T | N DURBAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 26 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad will attend the two-day 12th Non- Aligned Movenent (NAM Sunmit in
South Africa where he will present Ml aysia's views on the current economc
and financial crisis and other international issues.

The sunmit will look into the financial crisis experienced by sone NAM
countries as well as globalisation and the risks it poses to devel opi ng
countries, said a Wsnma Putra statenment today.

The summit, beginning in Durban on Sept 2, will be attended by a total
of 113 | eaders of the novenent.

The statenent said the summit will provide Mal aysia the opportunity to
exchange views on issues of comon concern with other NAM nmenbers and to
Mal aysi a' s perception on a nunber of internatioanl issues including the
current econonmic and financial crisis.

Dr Mahathir will be acconpanied by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi and senior officials fromthe Foreign Mnistry, Prine
Mnister's Ofice and the Mal aysia high conmission in Pretori a.

The sunmit will be an opportunity for NAMto take stock of the
prevailing international situation, to reflect upon the novenent's
achi evenent and to enable the outlining of its future strategies to neet
the chall enges of the conming mllennium said the statenent.

NAM | eaders will also review their cooperation in politics, economc
and social fields with the viewto adopting common positions in the United
Nati ons (UN) and ot her international fora.

The sunmit is expected to reviewthe role of NAM UN ref orns,

di sarmanent and i nternational security, the Wst Asian peace process, the
Korean peninsula, the situation in Africa, international drug control
advancenent of wonen and human rights.

At the coming sumrit, South Africa will take over the novenent's
chai rmanship from Col onbia with effect from Aug 29.

Besi des NAM s nmenber countries, 18 observer countries are expected to
attend the Durban Sunmit. Another 27 countries are al so expected to attend
as guests.

The sunmit will be preceded by a senior officials nmeeting fromAug 29
to 30, followed by a foreign mnisters neeting fromAug 31 to Sept 1

NAM was established in 1961 in Belgrade and holds its summt once in
three years. The last summt was held in Cartagena, Col onmbia in 1995.
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