20 APR 1998

DR MAHATHI R MEETS SOUTH AUSTRALI AN PM

KUALA LUMPUR, April 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
today held talks with South Australia Prem er John Osen at the Prine
Mnister's office.

A sen, acconpani ed by a 30-nmenber del egation, arrived here yesterday
for four-day mssion to |l ook for a long-termrelationship with Ml aysian
busi nessnen in areas such as aquacul ture and education as well as health.

The South Australian Premier earlier nmet International Trade and
Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz at her office here.

O sen earlier expressed his confidence over Mal aysia's strong economic
future and believed that it would "re-energe faster" fromthe econom c
crisis.

He said despite the current difficulties, Ml aysia' s economc
fundanment al s were strong.

As at 1996/97, South Australia's inport from Mal aysia was val ued at
A$38 million (RW2.7 mllion). The itens include food and Iive aninal,

m neral fuels, lubricants and rel ated materi al s.

VWhile its export to Malaysia in 1996/97 which was val ued at A$115
mllion include netal products, basic iron and steel, agriculture, forestry
and fishing, food, beverage and tobacco, and machi nery equi prent.
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