25/ 10/ 1998

Dr Mahat hir-Estrada neeting bei ng pl anned

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Arrangenents are being made for a neeting between
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Phil i ppi ne Presi dent
Joseph Estrada during the Apec summit next nonth.

Its anbassador to Mal aysia Jose Brillantes said they were in the process
of preparing the groundwork and tal ki ng points.

"And if duringit, matters related to the (Estrada's proposed) visit on
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi m(who is being remanded at the prison in Sunga
Bul oh) are brought up, then | suppose it can be taken up,"” he said when
asked whet her preparati ons had been nade for Estrada to visit Anwar.

Brillantes said this after the openi ng cerenony of the Winen's Institute
of Managenent regional training of trainers' workshop at the Fairl ane
Hot el by Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Leo M cheal Toyad.

The Phil i ppi ne President had said he would |i ke to neet Anwar, whom he
descri bed as a cl ose friend.

Brillantes said Estrada had wel coned any opportunity to nmeet the forner
Deputy Prine M nister but no official notification had been received so
far fromthe Mal aysian authorities on the |ikelihood of such a visit
t aki ng pl ace.

"The President has indicated (his willingness), taking the cue froma
recent remark by Dr Mahathir that he coul d neet Anwar. He wel cones t hat
opportunity.”

Asked during a Press conference on Oct 17 about Estrada's suggestion
t hat Anwar be pl aced under house arrest and not treated | i ke conmon
crimnals, Dr Mahathir had said: "He is treated very special. | think
Estrada can go and see him whether the treatnment is right or not."

Brillantes said the Philippines' Departnent of Foreign Affairs woul d be
taking up the matter with the Ml aysi an aut horities.

On Mal aysi a-Philippines ties follow ng Estrada' s remarks on Anwar whi ch
had apparently angered Ml aysi a, he said:

"Reactions fromboth countries have contributed i mensely and greatly to
easi ng of tension. For exanple, Estrada has stated that he woul d not make
any nore conments on the matter."

Brillantes al so said there should not be any nore anbi guities on
Estrada' s attendance at the Apec nmeeting as the President had underli ned
this on several occasions.

( END)
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