15/ 08/ 1998

Dr Mahathir: Opposition no threat to BNin any el ection

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
said Opposition parties in the country were not a threat to Barisan
Nasi onal in any el ection.

He said if all 14 BN conponent parties continued to practise the "give
and take" political culture anong each other, the BN woul d continue to
enj oy support fromthe people.

"We (BN conponent parties) must trust each other ... to support
candi dates even though they are not fromour own party," he said when
opening the fourth Parti Denpkrati k Sabah congress here.

Former Deputy Prime M nister Tun Ghafar Baba and representatives from
al | BN conponent parties were anong t he guests at the congress held the
Pan Pacific Sutera Hotel.

The national BN chairman said the real threat would be fromBN parties
when t hey shy away fromthe coalition candi dates.

Dr Mahathir related to the PDS del egates that he was once a victi mof
such a trend when he was defeated by the Opposition in the 1969 general
el ection in Kota Setar Sel atan.

He said this trend could bring the coalition's downfall and as such all
parties nmust give full support to whoever the candi date contesting for BN
is.

"The victory of BN candi dates nust be ensured, a win for BNis a win for
all conponent parties."”

I n Sabah, he said Umo candi dat es nust be supported by PDS and t he ot her
conponent parties. The other BN conponents in the State are Liberal
Denocratic Party, Angkatan Keadilan Rakyat Bersatu, Sabah Progressive
Party, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah, Gerakan and MCA

Dr Mahat hir said he was happy to note that the BN concept of power-
sharing had been fully understood by Sabah-based conponent parties. He
said even Umo had been fully accepted by the peopl e.

He said the peopl e of Sabah nowrealised that it was never Umo's
intention to establish a Mal ay or Islamnm c Governnent in Sabah when it was
establ i shed here.

Dr Mahat hir noted that when PDS was formed and applied to join the BN,
the party, headed by Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, was sincereinits political
agenda.

"I believe Donmpok had no intention to be Chief Mnister (in 1994) but he
is nowthe Chief Mnister," he said. PDS was accepted intothe BN s fold
in 1995.

He sai d being the Chief Mnister, Donpok as the State BN chai rman
shoul dered heavy responsibilites as it woul d be during his tenure as head
of the State Governnent that the State el ecti ons woul d be hel d.

The State el ections have to be held by March next year.

"But he (Donpok) will not be able to achieve victory without co-
operation and support fromthe the ot her BN conmponent parties," he said.

On Sabah's econonic growth, Dr Mahathir said it was | ower conpared to
other States as the previ ous Governnent did not co-operate with the
Federal Governnent, naking it difficult for the latter to assist Sabah.

He said the country had been enjoyi ng an ei ght per cent yearly economc
grow h and that the whol e country shoul d have enjoyed t he sane | evel of
gr ow h.

Dr Mahat hir said he was sad to note that when the BN t ook over the State



| eadership in 1994, Kota Kinabalu itself did not have enough street lights
and wat er and that there were potholes in roads.

"The State Governnent then placed nore enphasi s on m sunder st andi ngs
with the Federal Government instead of concentrating onthe State's
devel opnent . "

He al so sai d the New Economic Policy was based on the enl argement of the
econony concept.

"We put effort into enlarging the econony and from what has been
enl arged, we have distributed it to the poor and alittle to the rich," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali arrived here
this afternoon after an official working visit to the Federal Territory of
Labuan. After opening the PDS congress, he held a cl osed-door nmeeting with
Sabah Umo.

Tonorrowthe Prime Mnister will attend a neet-the-people session
organi sed by Sabah Umo at the Li kas Sports Conpl ex nulti-purpose hall. He
wi || open the Liberal Denocratic Party's congress before returning to
Kual a Lunpur in the afternoon.

( END)
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