14 FEB 1998
Mal aysi a- Si ngapor e
DR MAHATHI R CALLS FOR FLEXI BI LI TY

SI NGAPORE, Feb 14 (Bernanma) -- Ml aysia and Singapore can resol ve nany
of their bilateral problens if both countries could be flexible, The
Straits Tinmes today reported Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir as
sayi ng.

In an intervieww th Singapore's The Straits Tines and Busi ness Ti nes
i n Kual a Lunmpur yesterday ahead of Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong's visit on
Monday, Dr Mahathir said both countries should not stick rigidly to their
positions.

Both sides must be willing to see each other's point of view he said.

The Straits Tines quoted Dr Mahathir as saying that there nmust be areas
for conprom se or there was no point talking at all.

"We are prepared not to be rigid and we expect that both sides nust do
it... Being flexible is being willing to give up something to gain
sonet hi ng," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there was a feeling in Singapore that Ml aysia woul d
stop water supply to the republic on expiry of an existing agreenent in
2061.

This, he said, was not Malaysia's intention and he was willing to
negotiate if it was not to Mal aysia's di sadvant age.

"W can't imagine us on a particular date switching off everyhting.

That will result in total disaster. W don't do that to our nei ghbours," he
sai d.

"Qobviously, we want to see what is the benefit to us when the new
agreenment is negotiated,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said Malaysia had a different interpretation of the
Points OF Agreenent (POA) signed with Singapore in 1990.

The PQA, signed between then Prine M nister Lee Kuan Yew and t hen
Fi nance M ni ster Dai m Zai nuddi n, sets out the ternms on the devel opment and
status of [and owned by Ml ayan Railway (KTM in Singapore.

Dr Mahathir said the differences over the POA need not be a stunbling
bl ock to better Singapore-Mlaysia ties, which became strai ned over Senior
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew s remarks | ast year about crinme in Johor.

He said Mal aysi a and Si ngapore could work for better ties and both
could conpete with and conpl enent each ot her.

Dr Mahathir also said bilateral relations now were nuch better conpared
to |l ast year.

Asked about the historical baggage to be cast aside fromthe separation
in 1965, he said, "we can cast aside, we can forget, but we should not
create new things that cause conplications".

The Business Tinmes, inits report, said Dr Mahat hir di snissed notions
that Mal aysia wanted to be treated as a "big brother".

"W don't | ook upon Singapore as a younger brother or anything like
that," he said.

"I have been told that Singaporeans conplain that we want to be
regarded as the el der brother. W don't." -- BERNAMA
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