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Mahat hi r - Col oni al i sm
DR MAHATH R | S WORRI ED ABOUT NEW COLONI ALI SM BY WESTERN POAERS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
today voi ced his concern over a new colonial trend agai nst devel opi ng
nations by western countries using the currency as a weapon to inpoverish
t hem

The prime mnister said what was happeni ng now was that foreigners were
trying to determne the | eaders and the policies of devel opi ng nati ons.

"The foreigners want to deci de on how we trade, meaning that we | ose
our independence," he told reporters after |aunching the Mal aysian North
Pol e Free Fall Expedition at the Royal Mal aysian Air Foce base, here.

"Whet her our method is good or not is another matter, but if we say
that an i ndependent country with a governnent el ected by the people is not
allowed to do certain things, then the election of the government is
nmeani ngl ess...and if we order that government and deci de who should be its
| eaders, then there is no i ndependence," he said.

Asked whet her Mal aysi a had been pressured into signing the Miltilatera
Agreenent on Investnent, Dr Mahathir replied:"No, not yet."

"But I'mnot so sure, they cone again and again, if one way does not
work, they find another," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that at one time the West had tried to link trade and
environment with human rights but Ml aysia had resisted.

However, they returned using the currency as an effective weapon
because depreciating a country's currency could inpoverish it and force it
to grovel, he said.

"When we grovel, conditions are inposed,” he said, adding that the
currency was indirectly used as weapon to "end our freedom'. -- BERNAMVA
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