18/ 03/ 1998

Dr Mahat hir conferred prestigi ous buil ders award

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad was
toni ght conferred the nost prestigi ous award of buil ders and contractors
for his neritorious services in the pronotion of the construction

i ndustry.

The award, known as the International Federation of Asian and Wstern
Pacific Contractors' Association - Atsum Award, was instituted in 1993 by
the | ate Takeo Atsum, a world-renowned master buil der.

H's wife, Itsuko, presented the award to Dr Mahathir at a dinner at the
Pal ace of the Gol den Horses in Sungei Besi, held in conjunctionwth the
five-day | FAWPCA 29t h conventi on.

It carries a cash prize of US$3,000 and i s presented during each
convention, which is hosted by Mal aysia this year.

The associ ati on had chosen Dr Mahathir as this year's recipient in
recogni tion of his trenmendous contribution towards the pronotion of the
construction industry in Ml aysi a.

Anong sone of the projects of which the Prinme M nister was the prinme
nmover were the construction of the Penang Bridge, the North-South
Expressway, the Kual a Lumpur Tower, the Petronas Twi n Towers, the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport in Sepang and the federal adm nistrative
centre of Putrajaya and the hi-tech city of Cyberjaya.

He was al so not ed for encouragi ng Mal aysi an contractors to spread their
wi ngs beyond Mal aysi an shores.

In his acceptance speech, Dr Mahathir said, injest, that his
i nvol venent in the construction industry was confined to asking people to
bui | d t hings.

"Fortunately, they have succeeded. So, all these projects are not the
result of my own effort but rather the dreamof this country to have
sonet hing worthwhile to showto others.™”

Al t hough many of them |ike the KLIA had been termed as nega projects,
Dr Mahat hir added that they were actually small conpared to similar
proj ects el sewhere.

( END)
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