25 SEP 1998
Mahat hi r - Anwar
DR MAHATH R EXPLAI NS SW FT ACTI ON AGAI NST ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 25 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said he had to act swiftly against his former deputy Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahimto avoid having an i moral | eader as his successor
shoul d anyt hi ng happen to him

"I have to act swiftly because shoul d anythi ng happen to ne, he does
not succeed ne," he said when openi ng Wnen' s Day cel ebrati ons organi sed by
Wanita Umo at the Putra World Trade Centre here today.

Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prine Mnister and Fi nance M nister on Sept
2 and expelled fromUmo the next day.

Anwar, who led an illegal procession fromthe National Mosque here on
Sunday, was l|later arrested by police and is currently detai ned under the
Internal Security Act (I1SA) for inciting rioting and threatening nationa
security.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, reiterated that Anwar was unfit to
| ead the country and that the peopl e have seen how one of their |eaders
could easily succunb to |ust.

"And when he becones a | eader, he will be easily mani pul ated by
foreigners," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar woul d | ater be exposed to various tenptations
created by foreigners to satisfy his lust and they would in turn al so
control him

"If we have such a | eader, Malaysia will |ose her independence," the
prime ninister said.

Dr Mahat hir asked the Umo wonen's wing and party nenbers at |arge
whet her they were willing to see Umo split nmerely to endorse such | eaders.

Anwar has been inplicated in at |east two sexual offences when two nen
| ast Saturday confessed in court that they had all owed thensel ves to be
sodom sed by the ex-DPM an of fence under Section 377D of the Penal Code.

Dr Mahathir said Umo nmenbers shoul d think deeply the problens that had
hit the country.

"If we get carried away by foreign nmedi a propaganda, Umo nmay be
di vided," he said.

Dr Mahathir said even in the past they were noves by certain parties
out to split Umo.

"Past attenpts to divide Umo were pronpted by selfish notives,
Dr Mahathir.

Umo nenbers woul d now have to apprai se whether there was sincerity in
t hose past actions, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the foreign nedia's doctoring of reports of |ast
Sunday' s di sturbances here by Anwar's supporters was to give the inpression
t hat Anwar had | arge support.

"This is ainmed at deceiving the people so that the nmasses woul d side
wi th Anwar and hence split Umo," he said.

The prime minister said the fact was that only a handful of Umo
menbers supported Anwar and those who did, believed that Anwar had been
vi ctim sed.

"But many, including Anwar's own friends no | onger hold that belief
upon being enlightened (on Anwar's expul sion)," he said.

Dr Mahathir said by inciting the people to riot it was clear that Anwar
was trying to protect himself fromfacing trial in an open court.

"He reckoned that if President Suharto can be toppled through rioting,
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this too could be done in Mal aysia and denocratically elected | eaders wll
have to step down," said Dr Mahathir.

The prime mnister said Anwar believed that this way a trial against
hi mcoul d not be initiated.

"This is the aimof the riots that is to avoid trial for the
al | egati ons agai nst hi mbecause an open trial will expose all his
m sdenmeanours and the people will [ose trust in him" he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was aware that many Umo nenbers thought the
al | egati ons agai nst Anwar are basel ess.

"In fact | myself did not believe it at the beginning although (former
| nspect or - General of Police) Tun Haniff Qmar reported to me way back in '93
about the inclinations of ny deputy.

"I dismssed it then but when | have concrete proof, | can't afford to
ignore it. | have to act," said the prine mnister.

Dr Mahathir said unlike people in other countries such as the United
States, Mal aysi ans coul d not accept a | eader with | ow norals because of the
eastern values and Islanmic faith they uphol d.

He said Westerners could accept a nan ki ssing another or a | eader
bringi ng al ong a nal e conmpani on to social functions.

"That is how |liberal western views are. It's not strange and it's
accept ed.

"But in Malaysia we reject such extrene acts. W accept nmen as nen and
wonen as wonen," said Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir said God has determ ned a permanent distinction between the
genders for human beings "and we have to recogni se the fact and the
distinction."

"For us here we know and accept the fact. W accept the differences and
simlarities between man and woman, " he sai d.

El aborating the difference between humans and aninals, he said:" A nale
animal, a cock for instance is nore beautiful because of its col ourful
feathers. But it is not so for a nmal e human al though there are nen who at
ti mes appear attractive.

"When we ignore this natural phenonenon, chaos sets in
m ni ster.

As such, he said, he urged Umo nenbers to preserve party unity and not
tolet it be underm ned by any quarters.

"Today we (Umo) are facing a little problemwhich nonethel ess will
have to be dealt with carefully. Getting carried away will only derail Umo
fromfurthering its ideals and cause started nore than 50 years ago.

"Umo's struggles are far fromover. Unity is the prerequisite for the
success of our cause. Qur struggles may fail if we're careless in tackling
this matter,"” added Dr Mahat hir.
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