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DR MAHATH R G VES NEW CONFI DENCE TO SABAH LABUAN PECPLE

By: Jackson Sawat an

KOTA Kl NABALU, Aug 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad ended his three-day working visit to Labuan and Sabah
today | eaving the people in both areas with a better understandi ng of the
situation facing the country.

The Prime Mnister's visit and the inportant nessage he bore had
provi ded t he peopl e of Sabah and Labuan with renewed confidence in the
national |eadership's ability to revive the country's econony.

The people were nore aware now of their roles in facing the downturn
particularly the need to remain united as stressed several tines by the
Prime Mnister in the course of his visit.

Dr Mahat hir adequately briefed the people on the causes of the econonic
sl owdown in the country and in the regi on and the neasures being taken by
the governnment to bring about econonic recovery.

The peopl e have been assured of the government's earnestness in
bringi ng about econonic revival on condition they defended peace and
harnmony in their mdst.

Dr Mahat hir had said the governnent woul d not seek hel p fromanyone in
its econom c recovery efforts except fromits own people.

The hel p that was required of themwas --remain united and support any
effort by the governnment to bring about recovery.

By urging the people to have courage and determ nation, Dr Mahathir had
prepared the people for drastic nmeasures that were likely to be taken to
expel the country out of the economnmic downturn cocoon

The Prime Mnister's assurance that it would nake a thorough study of
any proposal before inplenenting it neant that the people's interest was of
utnost inportance in all its actions.

Dr Mahathir's visit to Sabah was even nore significant this tine as the
state woul d be facing an el ection soon.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Bari san Nasi onal Chairnman opened the annua
congresses of two conponent parties -- Parti Denokrati k Sabah (PDS) and the
Li beral Denocratic Party (LDP), during his Sabah visit.

On both occasions he stressed that cooperati on anong conponent parties
was the best formula for victory at the polls.

Dr Mahathir reiterated the BN stand that its struggle was to help the
peopl e and hence there was a need for continued cooperation anong its
conponent s.

"Qur struggle is ained at hel ping the people. W are in the party for a
nobl e struggle. The BN exi sts because we have big plans to make our country
a devel oped nation by the year 2020," he said when opening the PDS congress
yest er day.

When delivering his opening address at the LDP congress, the Prinme
M ni ster had the sane nessage. He urged the people to have greater
tol erance to preserve racial harnmony in the country.

I n Labuan, Dr Mahathir brought good news. He told Labuan residents that
efforts would be intensifed to pronpte the island as a tax free haven to
attract nore tourists and al so about plans to make it a garden i sl and.

The Prime M nister urged Labuanites to develop the spirit of
voluntari smand work closely with the local authorities to realise the
dream of making it the nost beautiful island in the world.
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